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Origin Of Che kible 


By Sidney Collett 


and Contradic- quently referred to-the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures in the familiar 
words “It is written.” And the 
most natural inference is that, had 
there been any sacred writings in 
those days, some reference would 
in like manner have been made to 
them by such men as Noah and 
|'Abraham for example, or some of 


i 


| the later prophets, or even by our 


ow Can I Know 
‘| Am Saved? 


By Evangelist Ed Nelson 
954 Quari Court, Denver 8, Colorado 


“If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God 
is greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath 
testified of his Son. He that believeth on the Son of God hath 
the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made 
him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave 
of his Son. And this is the record, that God hath given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son 
hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 
These things have I written unto you that believe on the 


name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son 
of God.”—I John 5:9-13. 


' 


A world without a Bible! How strangely the words sound | Lord Himself. But, as a matter of 


in our ears! And yet, though few probably realize it, that 
was the actual condition of this world on which we are living, 
so far as is known, throughout more than one third of its 
) entire existence as the dwelling-place of man. In other words, 


f during the first 2,500 years, i.e., until about 3,500 years ago, | 
there appears to have been no written revelation from God. | 


' fact, no reference whatever is any- 
'where made to any supposed in- 
|spired writings before Moses. 
|Enoch’s prophecy (Jude 14) was 
|evidently an unwritten one. 


3. There are No REMAINS of 


—— 


- 


—_ ee 


Before There Was a Bible 


As, however, some archaeolo- 
gists are of opinion that there 
were some divinely inspired writ- 
ings before the days of Moses, 
which they assume formed the 
basis of the Pentateuch, I submit 
the following three significant 
facts, which, together with other 
evidence adduced later, may serve 
to assist my reader in forming 
his own judgment on the subject. 


1. There is NO RECORD of any in- 


spired writings prior to the days | 


o} Moses, 

Of the inspired writings con- 
tained in the Bible we have clear 
and definite records, i.e., it is dis- 
tinctly recorded that “Moses wrote 
all the words of the Lord” (Exod. 
24:4); that David wrote his 
Psalms (2 Sam. 23:1, 2); that 
Luke wrote his Gospel (Luke 1: 
i-4), and that John wrote the Rev- 
elation (Rev. 1:1, 2). But, al- 
though there were holy men in 
those early days, such as Noah, 
Abraham, and Joseph, with whom 
the Almighty had frequent verbal 
communication, yet we do not 
read that any one of them was 
ever inspired to put God’s words 
into writing. Nor is there any rec- 
ord whatever that there were any 


them. 

to| Had there been such writings, 
'it is natural to assume that they 
| would not have been allowed to 
pass away, but, being divinely in- 
spired, they would have formed a 
part of the “Word of the Lord” 
which ‘‘endureth\for evc:.’ and as 
such would naturally have been 

(Continued on page 9) 


The Doctrine of Amillennialism in 
the Light of the Scriptures 


By Pastor W. N. Blankenship 
President Southern Baptist Premillenial Fellowship 
of Texas Baptists 
Box 1148, Henderson, Texas 


2. There is No REFERENCE 
such writings. 

From the days of Moses on- 
wards the inspired writings of the 
Bible, as we have them, were con- 
Sstantly referred to by prophets, 
priests, and rulers as the final 
court of appeal. (Exod. 32:8; Josh- 
ua 1:8, etc.). Our Lord also fre- 


Amillennialism is a comparative- | 
\ly new word. Its teachings have | utopia in the future, but sudden 
|supplanted -postmillennialism in| destruction of the world at Christ’s 
'many otherwise orthodox theologi- | second coming. 
cal schools. The meaning of the, But the Old Testament describes 
| word is, no millennium. an age of peace, prosperity, heal- 

Amillennialists believe that |ing, justice, righteousness and hap- 
there will be no thousand-year | Piness, such as the world has nev- 
period of blessing and peace upon | €¢r yet seen. This goliden age is to 
earth following the return of |>e brought about by the presence 


inspired writings then in existence. | Christ. They see no golden age, no 


| (Continued on page 6) 


| One afternoon I was calling in| _. 
| connection with a revival meeting. | 
te, I entered one of the homes, I | ~ 
|recognized the mother to be a/| 
'woman who had attended our | 
'services. I also noticed four girls | 
‘ranging in age from twelve to | 
eighteen. When these girls saw) 
me, they left the room. Since I| 
wanted to talk to them. about 
Christ, I asked the mother to 
introduce me to the girls. She 
[not want coldly, saying she did 


not want me to meet her daugh- 
ters; neither did she want| me 
talking to them. Startled by her 
frankness, I asked her the reason. 
She said, “Mr. Nelson, I do not 
believe in your preaching.” 

“What is it that you do not be- 
lieve?” I asked. 

She told me I had preached |» 
that we can know we are saved. | 
“That is impossible,” she said. | 
“Only God knows whether we are | 
| saved.” 

Then I opened my Bible to I 
John 5:13 and had her read, “... 
ye may Know that ye have eternal 
life.” She was not disagreeing with | 
my preaching; she was denying | 
the Bible. The Bible teaches that | Sweet Comfort for Feeble Saints 
we can know we are saved. We | —Charles H. Spurgeon 
do not have just a “hope-so,” 

“‘guess-so,” or “think-so” salvation. | How to Tithe—Editor John R. Rice 

In Christ we have a “know-so” | 

salvation. “These things have I | Bible -Questions Answered 

written unto you that believe on | 

the name of the Son of God; that | 'aham Fills Cotton Bow! 

ye may know that ye have eternal | 
life, and that ye may believe on | 
the name of the Son of God.” 


(Continued on page 10) 
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HEBREW CHRISTIAN 
ALLIANCE OF AMERICA 
THIRTY-SEVENTH 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


(Left to right) Nate Scharff, Executive Secretary; Hyman Appel- 


man. President: and, Louis 
to New Field Secretary. 


Berks, 


Field Secretary. Congratulations 


N oteworthy (N 


Dr. Carl McIntire Honored 
At commencement exercises the | 


last of May at the annual com-" 


mencement, Bob Jones University 
conferred the Litt.D. degree on 
Dr. Carl McIntire, editor of the 
Christian Beacon, and pastor 


of | 


NS Notes 


YFC World Congress on Evangel- 
ism August 9-September lL 


Youth for Christ leaders plan to 
converge on Tokyo, for the 6th 
World Congress on Evangelism, 
August 9 to September 1. THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD has 


the 1650-member Bible Presbyter-: agreed that we will attempt to 
jan Church of Collingswood, New.!| furnish one million copies of the 


Jersey. Dr. McIntire 
a number of very useful and need- 


ed books including Twentieth Cen- | 


tury Reformation, Author of Lib- 


erty, The Rise of the Tyrant, Mod- | tary 


consulting with World Congress on | 


erm Tower of Babel, and of many 
helpful pamphlets and tracts. He 

was recently made a Fellow of the) 
Royal Geographical Society of | 
London. He was the principal | 
speaker at the Canadian regional 
Conference of the International) 
Council of Christian Churches, at 
Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Tor- 
onto, Canada, There was born the 
Canadian Council of Evangelical 
Protestant Churches. Active in the 


_ perganization were representatives 


/ from the Conservative Baptist As- 
sociation, from the Associated Gos- 
pel churches, from the regular 
Baptist missionary fellowship of 
the Prairies, the Free Magyar Re- 
formed Church, and Fellowship of 
Regular Baptists of the Maritime. 
‘The new Canadian Council is pat- 
terned after the American Coun- 
. cil of Christian Churches. Dr. T. T. 
shields is the president. 


Dr. McIntire left June 30 on his 
round-the-world tour in the in- 
terests of the International Coun- 
cil of Christian Churches. 


Dr. Elvee Assumes Presidency of 
Northwestern Schools August Ist 

The Board of Directors of 
Northwestern Schools at its an- 
nual meeting on Tuesday evening, 
June 2, unanimously approved the 
selection of Dr. Richard A. Elvee 
@S president to fill the vacancy left 
by the resignation of Dr. Billy 
Graham. 

Dr. Elvee was introduced at the 
Sist Annual Commencement ex- 
ercises of the Schools held in the 
Minneapolis Municipal Auditorium, 
June 5, and will assume the presi- 
dency of Northwestern Schools on 
or about August 1. 


The Board of Directors also an- 
nounced the appointment of Dr. 
Ralph E. Hone as Dean of the 
College of Liberal Arts, effective 
August 1, 1953. Dr. Hone is at 
present the Chairman of the De- 
partment of English of Gordon 
College, Boston, Mass., and holds 
the degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
from the New York University, 
New York. 


Hebrew Christian Alliance 
Re-elects Appelman 


Dr. Hyman J. Appleman, noted 
evangelist of Kansas City, Mo., 
was re-elected president of the 
Hebrew Christian Alliance of 
America at the 37th Annual Con- 


ference, June 21-28, at the Buffalo} 


Bible Conference Grounds, Evan- 
gelical Park. 


The conference, largest in the 
38-year history of the movement, 
also elected Louis Berks as field 
secretary, and 
Scharff of Dayton, Ohio, as execu- 
tive secretary. 


is author of) 


| ORES OEE. 


re-elected Nat. 


booklet, “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” in Japanese for distribu- 
tion in nation-wide tours of Japan. | 


Mr. Matao Uriu, 


to Premier Yoshida, after | 
Evangelism leaders, said he would 
'present the Congress plans to the 
| Japanese cabinet to see how they 


could he Ip in facilitating congress 


|of the largest international dele ga- | 


tions to converge on Japan,” said | 
| Uriu. 
In certain areas, tremendous | 


plans are being made for the, 
6th World Congress on Evangel- 
ism two-week campaigns. Japan’s 
second largest city, Osaka, has 
booked a 7,000 seat auditorium 
and for the final rally a 40,000 
seat stadium. Kobe’s local com- 
mittee has obtained a 10,000 seat 
auditorium for 10 nights and the 
Tokyo Congress plans call for the 
climax outdoor rally in 47,000 seat 
Korakuen stadium. While these 
plans are not representative of all 


| Japan, other areas report meetings 


planned in jails, hospitals, factor- 
ies, open-air rallies and 3 to 5 
night campaigns. 


The Youth for Christ basketball 
team, composed of Christian col- 
lege basketball stars from Ameri- 
ca, will play throughout Japan 
during August, with principal am- 
ateur teams. Basketball is a very 
popular sport. The lengthened be- 
tween-halves will be used for an 
evangelistic service with singing, 
testimonies, and Gospel message 
and invitation by members of the 
team. 


A Christian Magazine for English- 
Speaking Africans Reaches 18 
Dark Continent Countries 


THE AFRICAN CHALLENGE, 
a magazine published by the Su- 
dan Interior Mission for English- 
speaking Africans, is starting its 
third year of publication with a 
major building project. Since July, 
1951, when the paper was first 
printed in the port city of Lagos, 
Nigeria, the Mission has been 
looking for suitable property. Fin- 
ally obtaining a 99-year lease on 
five acres outside Lagos, the Mis- 
sion is now building a modern 
printing plant with offices and 
staff homes, at an initial cost of 
$58,000. 


From the new premises the staff 
of THE AFRICAN CHALLENGE 
will seek to extend the circulation 
of the paper, which at present 
reaches into 18 countries. While 
the main circulation is in West 
Africa, the S.I.M. hopes to cover 
Africa with evangelical literature 
produced in Africa from an Afri- 
can standpoint, in an attempt to 
counteract the great volume of lit- 
erature being distributed by false 
cults, materialistic concerns, and 
Communism. 


Serial, ‘All About The Bible’’ 


Be Sure to Read, “The Origin of the Bible” in This Issue; 
Beginning a Series of Great Articles by English Writer, Sid- 
ney Collett, on the Bible’s Origin, Language, Translations, 
Canon, Symbols, Inspiration, Alleged Errors and Contradic- 


tions, etc. 
By the 


Editor 


We have prayed and planned for 
months about running serially in 
THE SworpD OF THE LorpD the chap- 
ters in the book, All About the 
Bible, written by Sidney Collett. 
Although it will take much space 
for twenty or twenty-five weeks, 
yet we have felt led of God to pub- 
lish this remarkable series of ar- 
ticles for Bible lovers, for new con- 
verts, for preachers and for lay 
Christians everywhere. 

The remarkable influence of 
this great book, All About the 
Bible, is indictated by the fact 
that twenty-six separate printings 
have been made in eight different 
languages, that 85,000 copies have 
been sold, and it has been issued 
in Braille type for the blind. 

Sidney Collett, great English 
Christian, wrote this book in 1905. 
It was published under the title, 
The Scripture of Truth, by Mar- 
Shall, Morgan and Scott in Eng- 
land, and under the title, All About 
the Bible, by Fleming Revell in 
America. Edition after’ edition 
came from the presses. The book 
was translated into many lan- 
guages. It has more information 
about the Bible and the proof of 
its reliability and divine inspira- 


tion than almost any other book 
in print.- Many people have been 
saved by the messages of the book. 
Doubters and skeptics have been 
converted by it. 


The language is so simple, so 
interesting and yet the work is so 
scholarly and thorough that it 
charms young Christians while it 
entrances and feeds the soul of the 
scholar. By all means, I beg you, 
read every chapter of All About 
the Bible as it appears in THE 
Sworp OF THE Lorp week after 
week. 

By all means get your young 
people to read it. It would be wise 
for Sunday School teachers to or- 
der enough copies of THE SworpD oF 
THE Lorp each week for your en- 
tire Sunday School class of young 
people. 

Dr. A. T. Pierson, author of the 
classic, “Many Infallible Proofs,’ 
said of this book, “I consider it one 
of the best books I have seen.” I 
am sure the reader will agree 
when you read these wonderful 
chapters appearing in THE SWorpD 
OF; THE Lorp week after week. 
Your questions about the canon 


of Scripture, about various trans-« 
lations, about so-called errors and 
contradictions, about scientific ac- 
curacy of the Bible, will be an- 
swered and you will find yourself 
learning wondrous facts about the 
Bible that you never knew. 


Sidney Collett Goes Home 


Sidney Collett lived thirty-six 
years after writing this book and 
rejoiced in letters from many a 
young man whose faith was re« 
stored, whose doubts were con 
quered, or many a sinner whose 
soul had been saved through the 
book. But in 1941 Sidney Collett, 
almost eighty-four years old, went 
home to be with the Lord. Mr. E, 
J. Poole-Connor writes in the 
Foreword to a recent edition of 
this book: 

“May the writer of these lineg 
add a personal word? Mr. Collett 
was his close friend for more thar 
thirty years, and an Elder in hig 
church for a still longer period; 
and he is thankful to take the 
opportunity of testifying that his 
life was in the most complete ac-« 
cord with all that he wrote; that 
author and book were truly one, 
His reliance upon the promises of 
Scripture was deep and genuine; 
his conduct was ordered according 
to its precepts; his outlook for the 
future was based upon its prophe- 
tic teaching; so that when, in his 
eighty-fourth year, his home-call 
came, he was fully prepared. Dur- 
ing his last hours he was in a con- 
dition of coma, with intermissions 
of murmured -prayer; but as the 
end approached, he said, in a loud, 
clear voice, “The chariots are get- 
ting ready!’ and so passed into the 
presence of his Lord.” 


private secre- | 


“This appears to be one) 


Crusade Climar 


Graham Fills 
Cotton Bowl 


(fro om Dallas Morning ows June 27) 
By Francis Raffetto 


Evangelist Billy Graham filled 
the Cotton Bowl Sunday night, a 
soaring climax to his month-long 
crusade in Dallas. 

Traffic jammed all streets lead- 
ing to the bowl as the people of 
Dallas packed into what Graham 
called the largest single evangel- 
istic audience in church history. 

At least 75,000 persons came to 
hear the 34-year-old preacher. Al- 
though a few of the Cotton Bowl’s 
75,349 upper seats remained emp- 
ty, many persons stood during the 
services and others occupied fold- 
ing chairs on the stadium turf. 

Cotton Bowl parking employees 
closed several gates at 8:30 p.m. 
because of parking congestion, and 
some late-comers drove away. 

The audience was composed 
mostly of families. Many children 
sat on the knees of their shirt- 
sleeved fathers. They were cooled 
by fresh breezes as they listened 
to Graham’s impassioned plea to 
make their peace with Christ. 

As each person entered the 
stadium he was given a packet 
containing a match. And the most 
dramatic moment came when the 
handsome preacher asked that all 
stadium lights be extinguished. 


“T am going to strike a match, 
which is only a small gleam of 
light,”’ he said. “When all of you 
strike your matches, the light will 
become stronger, like the light of 
faith. Let us remember our boys in 
Korea and pray that the flame of 
freedom will burn forever through- 
out the world. 

The darkened Cotton Bowl burst 
into a sea of gleaming lights as 
the thousands of matches were 
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name, your subscription 
is expiring. 


Renew Now! 


lighted. Graham called them “the 
fires of faith that sweep the 
world.” 

His text was from Hebrew 9:27 
“And as it is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the 
judgment.” He spoke on The Last 
Roundup. 

“When you come before God on 
Judgment Day, what kind of a 
brand will you wear at the Last 
toundup—will it be the brand of 
Jesus?” he asked his listeners. 

“You can be a member of ten 
churches and can have been bap- 
tized 1,000 times, but unless you 
have stood at the foot of the Cross 
and asked Christ to forgive your 
sins, you are not ready for judg- 
ment.” 

At the end of the sermon, 1,500 
persons came forward to make 


their decision for Christ. 

Sunday’s Cotton Bowl 
dance pushed the revival 
over the half-million mark, 
largest attendance 
ever attracted. 

Sunday morning Graham joined 
the First Baptist Church of Dallas, 
He walked down the aisle during 
services with a dozen others and 
shook hands with Dr. W. A. Cris- 
well, pastor. The men embraced 
and, overcome by emotion, .~it was 
several minutes before Dr. Cris- 
well could regain composure 
enough to speak. Both wept open- 
ly. 

Graham said he transferred his 
membership from the Curtis Bap- 
tist Church in Augusta, Ga., be- 
cause he rarely visits there. 

He called Dallas’ First Baptist 
Church the No. 1 Baptist Church 
and Dr. Criswell ‘‘one of my clos<« 
est friends.” He added that he of- 
ten stops in Dallas in traveling to 
Hollywood, Calif., to make his re 
ligious films. 

Graham was ordered by his doc- 
tor to take a five-week rest be- 
cause of a nervous condition. But 
he said he would fill engagements 
in Amarillo on Tuesday, Lubbock 
Wednesday and Wichita Falls, 
Thursday. Then he will return to 
his Montreat, N. C., home. 


His next four-week revival 
starts in Syracuse, N. Y., on Aug. 
2. Graham said Sunday night that 
he will go to England in March to 
conduct a three-month revival “in 
a country where only 5 per cent of 
the people attend a church.” 

(See picture, front page this is- 
sue. ) 
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Sweet 


By Charles H. Spurgeon 


“A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not 
quench, till he send forth judgment unto victory.’’—Matt. 12:20. 


Babbling fame ever loves to talk of one man or another. 
Some there be whose glory it trumpets forth, and whose 
honor it extols above the heavens. Some are her favorites, 
and their names are carved on marble, and heard in every 
land, and every clime. Fame is not an impartial judge; she 
has her favorites, Some she extols, exalts, and almost deifies ; 
others, whose virtues are far greater, and whose characters 
are more deserving of commendation, she passes by unheeded, 


‘and puts the finger of silence on her lips. You will generally 


find that those. persons beloved by fame are made of brass 
or iron, and cast in a rough mold. 


Fame caresseth Caesar, because 
he ruled the earth with a rod of 
fron. Fame loves Luther, because 
he boldly and manfully defied the 
Pope of Rome, and with knit brow 
dared laugh at the thunders of 
the Vatican. Fame admires Knox; 
for he was stern, and proved him- 
self the bravest of the brave. Gen- 
erally, you will find her choosing 
out the men of fire and mettle, 
who stood before their fellow- 
creatures fearless of them; men 
who were made of courage; who 
were consolidated lumps of fear- 
Jessness, and never knew what 
timidity might be. 


But you know there is another 
class of persons equally virtuous, 
and equally to be esteemed—per- 
haps even more so—whom fame 
entirely forgets. You do not hear 


her talk of the gentle-minded 
Melancthon; she says but little 
of him; yet he did as much, per- 


haps, in, the Reformation, as even 
the mighty Luther. You do not 
hear fame talk much of the sweet 
and blessed Rutherford, and of 
the heavenly words that came 
from his lips; or of Archbishop 
Leighton, of whom it was said, 
that he was never out of temper 
in his life. She loves the rough 
granite peaks that defy the storm- 
cloud; she does not care for the 
more humble stone in the valley, 
on which the weary traveler rest- 
eth; she wants something bold 
and promiment; something that 
courts popularity; something that 
stands out before the world. She 
does not care for those who re- 
treat in shade. 


Hence it is, my brethren, that 
the blessed Jesus, our adorable 
Master, has escaped fame. No one 
says much about Jesus except his 
followers. We do not find His 
name written among the great and 
mighty men; though, in truth, He 
is the greatest, mightiést, holiest, 
purest, and best of men that ever 
lived; but because He was “Gentle 
Jesus, meek and mild,” and was 
emphatically the man whose king- 
dom is not of this world; because 
He had nothing of- the rough about 
Him, but was all love; because 
His words were softer than but- 
ter, His utterances’ more gentle 
in their flow than oil; because 
never man spake so gently as this 
man; therefore He is neglected 


and forgotten. He did not come 
to be a conqueror with His sword, 
nor a Mohammed with his fiery 
eloquence, but He came to speak 
with a “still small voice,” that 
melteth the rocky heart; that 
bindeth up the broken in spirit; 
and that continually saith, “Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, . Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me; 
for I am meek and lowly of heart: 
and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls.” 


Jesus Christ was all gentleness; 
and this is why He has not been 
extolled among men as otherwise 
He would have been. Beloved! our 
text is full of gentleness; it seems 
to have been steeped in love; and 
I hope I may be able to show you 
something of the immense sym- 
pathy and the mighty tenderness 
of Jesus, as I attempt to speak 
from it. There are three things 
to be noticed: first, mortal frailty; 
secondly, divine compassion; and 
thirdly, certain triumph—‘till he 
send forth judgment unto victory.” 


I. Who Are These Bruised 
Reeds and Smoking Flax? 


First, we Have before us a view 
of mortal frailty—bruised reed 
and smoking flax—two very sug- 
gestive metaphors, and very full 
of meaning. If it were not too 
fanciful—and if it is I know that 
you will excuse it—I should say 
that the bruised reed is the emb- 
lem of a sinner in the first stage 
of his conviction. The work of 
God’s Holy Spirit begins with 
bruising. In order to be saved, the 
fallow ground must be plowed up; 
the hard heart must be broken; 
the rock must be split in sunder. 
An old divine says there is no go- 
ing to’ Heaven without passing 
hard by the gates of Hell. I take 
it then that the bruised reed is 
a picture of the poor sinner when 
first God commences His opera- 
tions upon the soul; he is a bruis- 
ed reed, almost entirely broken 
and consumed; there is but little 
strength in him, The smoking flax 
I conceive to be a backsliding 
Christian; one who has been a 
burning and a shining light in his 
day, but by neglect of the means 
of grace, the withdrawal of God’s 
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Strength, 


Charles H. Spurgeon 


Spirit, and falling into sin, his 
light is almost gone out—not 
quite—it can never go out, for'| 
Christ saith, 
when ill supplied with oil— 
ed; it smokes; 


as smoking flax. So I think these 


Comfort For Feeble Saints 


‘I am saying nothing; 


saying,““Weak! Ah, that I am. Full | 


often I am constrained to say, I 
would, but cannot sing; I would 
but cannot pray; I would, but 
cannot believe.’”” You are saying 
that you cannot do any thing; your 
best resolves are weak and vain; 
and when you cry, “My strength 
renew,” you feel weaker than be- 
fore. You are weak, are you? 
Bruised reeds and smoking flax? 
Blessed be God, this text is for you 
then! I am glad you can come in 
under the denomination of weak 
ones, for here is a promise that 
He will never break nor quench 
them, but will sustain and hold 
them up. 


I know there are some _ very 
strong people here—I mean strong 
in their own ideas. 


I often meet with persons who 
would not confess any such weak- 
ness as this. They have strong 
minds. They say, “Do you think 
that we go into sin, sir? Do you 
tell us that our hearts are cor- 
rupt? We do not believe any such 
thing; we are good, and pure, 
and upright; we have strength 
and might.” To you I am not 
preaching this morning; to you 
but take 
heed—your strength is’ vanity, 
your power is a delusion, your 
might is a lie—for however much 


“I will not quench} you may boast in what you can 
it;” but it becomes like a lamp} do, it shall pass away; 


almost | come 
useless. It is not quite extinguish-| death. 


when you 
to the real contest with 
you shall find that you 


it was a useful| have no strength to grapple with 
lamp once, but now it has become | jt- 


when one of these days of 


strong temptation shall come, it 


metaphors very likely describe the | wil] take hold of you, moral man, 


contrite sinner as a bruised reed,|and down you will go; 


and the backsliding Christian as | 
smoking flax. However, I shall 
not choose to make such a division 
as that, but I shall put both the 
metaphors together, and I hope 
we may fetch out a few thoughts 
from them. 


1. God’s Promise Is to the 
Weak Ones 


And first, the encouragement of- 
fered in our text applies to weak 
ones. What in the world is weaker 
than the bruised reed, or the 
smoking flax? A reed that groweth 
in the fen or marsh, let but the 
wild duck light upon it, and it 
snaps; let but the foot of man 
brush against it, and it is bruised 
and broken; every wind that 
comes howling across the river 
makes it shake to and fro, and 
well-nigh tears it up by the roots. 
You can conceive of nothing more 
frail and brittle, or whose exist- 
ence depends more upon circum- 
stances than a bruised reed. Then 
look at smoking flax—what is it? 
It has a spark within it, it is 
true, but it is almost smothered; 
an infant’s breath might blow it 
out; or the tears of a maiden 
quench it in a moment; nothing 
has a more precarious existence 
than the little spark hidden in 
the smoking flax. Weak things, 
you see, are here described. Well, 
Christ says of them, “The smok- 
ing flax I will not quench: the 
bruised reed I will not break.” 


Let me go in search of the 
weaklings. Ah! I shall not have 
to go far. There are many in this 
house of prayer this morning who 
are indeed weak. Some of God’s 
children, blessed be His name, are 
made strong to do mighty works 
for Him; God hath His Samsons 
here and there who can pull up 
Gaza’s gates, and carry them to 
the top of the hill; He hath here 
and there His mighty Gideons, 
who can go to the camp of the 
Midianites, and overthrow their 
hosts; He hath His mighty men, 
who can go into the pit in winter, 
and slay the lions; but the ma- 
jority of His people are a timid, 
weak race. They aré like the star- 
lings, that are frightened by every 
passer by; a little fearful flock. 
If temptation comes, they fall be- 
fore it; if trial comes, they are 
overwhelmed by it; their frail 
skiff is danced up and down by 
every wave; and when the wind 
comes, they are drifted along like 
a sea-bird on the crest of the bil- 
lows; weak _ things, without 
without force, without 
might, without power. 

Ah! dear friends, I know I have 
got hold of some of your hands 
now, your hearts too; for you are 


| 


deacon of the church, he 


and the 
glorious livery of your morality 
will be so stained, that though 
you wash your hands in snow 
water, and make yourselves never 
so clean, you shall be so polluted 
that your own clothes shall abhor 
you. I think it is a blessed thing 
to be weak. The weak one is a 
sacred thing; the Holy Ghost has 
made him such. Can you say, “No 
strength have I?” Then this text 
is for you. 


2. Christ Does Not Destroy the 
Werthless Ones 


Secondly, the things mentioned 
in our text are not only weak, 
but worthless things. I have heard 
of a man who would pick ~p a 
pin as he walked along the street, 
on the principle of economy; but 
I never yet heard of a man who 
would stop to pick up bruised 
reeds. They are not worth having. 
Who would care to have.a bruised 
reed—a piece of rush lying on‘the 
ground? We _ all despise it as 
worthless. And smoking flax, what 
is the worth of that? It is an 
offensive and noxious thing; but 
the worth of it is nothing. No 
one would give the snap of a fin- 
ger either for the bruised reed 
or smoking flax. Well, then, be- 
loved; in our estimation there are 
many of us who are worthless 
things. There are some here, who, 
if they could weigh themselves in 
the scales of the sanctuary, and 
put their own hearts into the bal- 
ance of conscience, would appear 
to be good for nothing—worthless, 
useless. 


There was a time when you 
thought yourselves to be the very 
best people in the world—when, 
if anyone had said that you had 
more than you deserved, you 
would have kicked at it and said: 
“T believe I am as good as other 
people.” You thought yourselves 
something wonderful, something 
extremely worthy of God's love 
and regard; but you now feel your- 
selves to be worthless. Sometimes 
you imagine God can hardly know 
where you are, you are such a 
despicable creature—so worthless 
—not worth His consideration. 
You can understand how He can 
look upon an animalcule in a 
drop of water or upon a grain of 
dust in the sunbeam, or upon the 
insect of the summer evening; but 
you can hardly tell how He can 
think of you, you appear so worth- 
less—a dead blank in the world, 
a useless thing. You say:-. ‘“‘What 
good am I? I am doing nothing. 
As for a minister of the Gospel, 
he is of some service; as for a 
is of 
some use; as for a Sunday school 
teacher, he is doing some good; 
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but of what service am I?” But 
you might ask the same question 


| here. What is the use of a bruised 


reed? Can a man lean upon it? 
Can a man strengthen himself 
therewith? Shall it be a pillar in 
my house? Can you bind it up 
into the pipes of Pan, and make 
music come from a bruised reed? 
Ah! no; it is of no service. And 
of what use is smoking flax? The 
midnight traveler cannot be light- 
ed by it; the student cannot read 
by the flame of it. It is of no 
use: men throw it into the fire 
and consume it. Ah! that is how 


you talk of yourselves. You are 
good for nothing, so are these 
things. 


3ut Christ will not throw you 
away because you are of no value. 
You do not know of what use you 
may be, and you cannot tell how 
Jesus Christ values you after all. 
There is a good woman there, a 
mother, perhaps, she says: “Well, 
I don’t often go out—I keep house 
with my children, and seem to 
be doing no good.” Mother, don’t 
Say so; your position is a high, 
lofty, responsible one; and in 
training up children for the Lord, 
you are doing as much for His 
name as yon eloquent Apollos, who 
so valiantly preached the word. 
And you, poor man, all you can 
do is to toil from morning till 
night, and earn just enough to 
enable you to live day by day, 
you have nothing to give away, 
and when you go to the Sunday 
school, you can just read, you can- 
not teach much—well, but unto 
him to whom little is given of him 
little is required. 


Do you not know that there is 
such a thing as glorifying God by 
sweeping the street crossing? If 
two angels were sent down ta 
earth, one to rule an empire, and 
the other to sweep a street, they 
would have no choice in the mat- 
ter, so long as God ordered them. 
So God, in His providence, has 
called you to work hard for your-.. 
daily bread; do it to His glory. 
“Whatsoever ye do, whether ye 
eat or drink, do all to his honor.” 
But, ah! I know there are some 
of you here who seem useless to 
the church. You do all you can; 
but when you have done it, it is 
nothing; you can neither help us 
with money, nor talents, nor time, 
and, therefore, you think God 
must cast you out. You think if 
you were like Paul or Peter yoir— 
might be safe. Ah! beloved, talk 
not so; Jesus Christ saith he wiik 
not quench the useless flax, nor 
break the worthless broken reed; 
He has something for the useless 
and for the worthless ones. 


But mark you, I do not say this 
to excuse laziness—to excuse those 
that can do, but don’t; that is a 
very different thing. There is a 
whip for the ass, a scourge for 
idle men, and they must have it 
Sometimes. I am speaking now of 
those who cannot do it; not of 
Issachar, who is like a strong ass, 
crouching down between two bur- 
dens, and too lazy to get up with 
them. I say nothing for the slug- 
card, who will not plow by reason 
of the cold, but of the men and 
women who really feel that they 
can be of little service—who can- 
not do more; and to such, the 
words of the text are applicable. 


3. The Offensive Ones Christ Will 
not Break or Quench. 


Now, we will make another re- 
mark. The two things here men- 
tioned are offensive things. A 
bruised reed is offensive, for I 
believe there is an allusion here 
to the pipes of Pan, which xou all 
know are reeds put together, along 
which a man moves his mouth, 
thus causing some kind of musie, 
This is the organ, I believe, 
which Jubal invented, and which 
David mentions, for it is certain 
that the organ we use was not 
then in use. The bruised reed, 
then, would of course spoil the 
melody of all the pipes; one un- 
sound tube would so let the air 
out, as to produce a discordant 
sound, or no sound at all, so that 


one’s impulse would be to take 


the pipe out and put in a fresh 


one. And, as for smoking flax, 


the wick of a candle or anything 
of that kind, I need not inform 


(Continued on page 8) 
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Page Four 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


THE REVIVAL 
with evangelists Dick Dayringer 
and Jack Hymer, Jr., 1014 Forrest 
Street, Carthage, Missouri, held a 


CRUSADERS 


blessed city-wide tent revival in 
Neosho, Missouri, June 7 through 
20. In the two weeks of meetings 
there were 25 converted along 
with 14 rededications. The team 
also held services in three of the 


local churches. The Heavenaires 
Quartet were the musicians for 
the campaign. 

* * + 


DR. MONROE PARKER, Evan- 
gelist, of 213 Bradley Boulevard, 
Greenville, South Carolina, has 
just had a county-wide tent evan- 
gelistic campaign at Rice Lake, 
Wisconsin. This brilliant and Spir- 
it-filled evangelist with M.A., Ph.D. 
degrees and the honorary doctor- 
ate of divinity, fine friend of THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD, long religious 
director for Bob Jones University, 
known te his intimates as “Monk” 
writes as follows: 


“Dear Dr. Rice: 

“You will be glad to hear of a 
wonderful campaign which we 
have just closed at Rice Lake, Wis- 
consin, with all the evangelistic 
churches of the county. We were 


vangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


there for twenty-two days and had 
a good number of conversions in 
practically every service. The mu- 
sic was under the direction of Vin- 
cent Cervera, who also conducted 
children’s services and young peo- 
ple’s meetings. I am enclosing a 
picture which was taken after one 
of the children’s services. 

“IT shall begin in the First Bap- 
tist Church at Asbury Park, N. J., 
Wednesday night with Dr. John 
Hyssong. 

“IT pray daily for God’s contin- 
ued blessings upon your great 
work. 

“Yours for souls” 
(signed) Monroe Parker 
. * * 

EVANGELIST FREDDIE GAGE 
of Decatur Baptist College, Deca- 
tur, Texas, and song leader Jimmy 
Snelen have just closed their 
thirteenth revival of the year. All 
of these revivals were held in 
Southern Baptist churches in 
Texas. There have been 343 pro- 
fessions of faith, 127 joining the 
churches by letter, 20 for special 
service, 4 for the mission field, 
568 rededications, and 226 families 
have pledged to start family al- 
tars. 


Bible Questions Answered 


“CALLED TO PREACH? HOW CAN I KNOW?” 
ESAU COULD NOT REPENT: WHY? 


‘ By the Editor 


“Called To Preach? 
‘ How Can | Know?” 


March 30, 1953 


Mr. C. W. 
Clinton, Mississippi 
Dear C 

I appreciate your writing to me, 
and I have gone over your letter 
very carefully. I believe that, since 
I had much the same problem, the 
dear Lord will help me to help 
4you. 

You are saying, “How can I 
know the will of God for my life? 
How can I know whether He 
wants me in full-time service? 
How can I know whether He 
wants me in the ministry, or as a 
missionary, or in some _ other 
work?” That is the essence of your 
problem, you say. And you are 
harassed and unhappy and losing 
interest in your work because of 
unhappiness and frustration on 
this matter. 

Now my counsel, 
prayer, is as follows. 

You have three years yet to go 
in college. You are not yet ready 
for the full-time ministry and God 
does not need to show you His will 
for the far-distant future. You on- 
ly need light on today’s problem. 
It is a mistake to fret about the 
far-distant future. “Sufficient unto 
the day is the evil thereof.’ God 
always answers in time. So your 
fretting is wrong. You should be 
content where you are, make good 
in the work God has now given 
you to do. Buckle down in that 
and show the character and spir- 
itually that a good Christian 
should have by making good 
grades, bringing your work up on 
time, keeping a happy, faithful 
spirit. 

A good Scripture for you would 
be Hebrews 12:1, “Wherefore see- 
ing we also are compassed about 
with so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us lay aside every weight, and 
the sin which doth so easily beset 
us, and let us run with patience 
the race that is set before us.” 

Notice that God wants you to 
run the race that is set before you. 
You have set before you some 
work in college. God will tell you 
the next job in due time. Now He 
wants you to make good there. 
Just face honestly the present 
duty and make good in it. Why 
should God tell you about the fu- 
ture when you 2re not doing well 


given after 


what He told you to do today? 

Note also that you are to run 
the race “with patience,” that is, 
with steadiness. Develop reliabili- 
ty. Be dependable. Do every day’s 
work on time. Conquer the rest- 
lessness, which is a _ temptation 
from Satan, and will keep you 
from doing the work set before 
you or running the race set before 
you, with patience. 

The next verse says that you 
will need to look to Jesus. He en- 
dured the cross and the hard 
course of events leading to it. So 
ask God to give you patience and 
steadfastness and buckle down 
right there where you are and 
make good. I believe your fretting 
about the future has been used of 
Satan to keep you from making 
good today. 


Second, every Christian ought to 
start on the basis, “I ought to of- 
fer my life to God to live or die 
for Him alone.” See carefully Ro- 
mans 12:1,.2: “I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mer- 
cies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service. And be not 
conformed to this world: but be 
ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect, will of God.” That is 
the rule for every Christian. You 
see, God requires no more sacrifice 
from a full-time preacher than He 
does from everybody else who is 
saved. Every Christian should set 
out to learn the Bible. Every 
Christian should set out to be a 
soul winner. Every Christian 
should offer himself to God for 
full-time service if God should 
open the door and make His will 
clear. So you know you would be 
doing right to go ahead and take 
Bible courses, learn to win souls, 
and get ready for whatever service 
God may have for you to do. Cer- 
tainly I believe in a divine call to 
the ministry, but God usually calls 
people who offer themselves. God 
wants volunteers, not conscripts, 
or draftees. Read how Isaiah vol- 
unteered for the ministry in Isa- 
iah 6:1-9: 

“In the year that king Uzziah 
died I saw also the Lord sitting 
upon a throne, high and lifted up, 
and his train filled the temple. 
Above it stood the seraphims: each 
one had six wings; with twain he 
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CHILDREN’S RALLY Saturday morning at 
county-wide revival campaign, Rice Lake, 
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Wisconsin ending June 28. Dr, Monroe Parker 


Friday, July 24, 1953 


of Greenville, South Carolina, was the evan- 
gelist, Vincent Cervera, song leader. 


covered his face, and with twain 
he covered his feet, and with 
twain he did fly. And one cried un- 
to another, and said, Holy, holy, 
holy, is the kerd of hosts: the 
whole earth is full of his glory. 
And the posts of the door moved 
at the voice of~him that cried, and 
the house was filled with smoke. 
Then said I, woe is me! for I am 
undone; because I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips: 
for mine eyes have seen the King, 
the Lord of hosts. Then flew one 
of the seraphims unto me, having 
a live coal in .his hand, which he 
had taken with the tongs from off 
the altar: And he laid it upon my 
mouth, and said, Lo, this hath 
touched thy lips; and thine iniqui- 
ty is taken away, and thy sin 
purged. Also I heard the voice of 
the Lord, saying, Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us? Then 
said I, Here am I; send me.” He 
heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
“Whom shall I send, and who will 
go for us?” 

Then Isaiah answered, “Here am 
I; send me.” You enter whatever 
open doors God has now. Win 
souls, learn the Bible, learn to 
pray, get experience in Christian 
work. Then if God wants you to 
do more, He will make it clear a 
step at a time. 

In my own case I stayed out of 
the ministry for a year after I 
was through university, waiting 
for God to call me, when all the 
time I had the call in my heart. 
But I foolishly waited for more 
signs. .God had given me a burden 
for souls. He had given me open 
doors. At last I saw He wanted me 
to trust Him and step out by faith, 
and I did. Now God’s call becomes 
surer all the time. After I once 
stepped out into full-time service, 
I have never doubted the call of 
God. But it is impossible to please 
God without faith, and this is true 
about the ministry as well as other 
things. 

Third, I want you to remember 
the cry of Jesus, ““The harvest tru- 
ly is great, but the labourers are 
few: pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest, that he would send 
forth labourers into his harvest” 
(Luke 10:2). God never has 
enough preachers who mean busi- 
ness. The trouble with some 
preachers is not that God didn’t 
want them to preach, but that He 
wanted them to mean business. 
The trouble with many preachers 
is not that they have not been 
called but that they have never 
really fully surrendered and an- 
swered. 

I suggest that you lay your life 
on the altar today and promise 
God that if He will make His will 
clear, you will be glad to do any- 
thing He wants. you to do. Second, 
set out to do the work that is set 
before you and make good at it 
every day, knowing that God will 
reveal His will further as you need 
to know further. 

In the Saviour’s name, yours, 
| John R. Rice 


Esau Gould Not 
Repent: Why? 
March 27, 1953 


Dear Friend: 

You say, “There are times I get 
terribly depressed, fearing I have 
committed this sin (the unpardon- 
able sin), and the experience of 
Esau keeps haunting me as he 
didn’t find a place of repen- 
tance. I keep thinking I am in the 
same boat.” 

It is true that the Scripture says 
that Esau “found no place of re- 


pentance, though he sought it 
carefully with tears” (Heb. 12:17), 


but it is talking about an entirely 
different matter than the salva- 
tion of the soul. Esau may have 
been a born-again Christian, or he 
may not; the Bible does not Say, 
and I do not know. It is not even 
discussed in the Scriptures as far 
as I know. But on the matter of 
the birthright which, he scorned, 
the chance to be the head of the 
nation Israel from whom the Mes- 
siah came—that chance Esau lost 
forever. He traded it off for a bowl 
of red pottage. Later he would 
have liked to trade back, but it 
was too late to undo the bargain. 
God had given the blessing of the 
birthright to Jacob. 


Christians often miss opportun- |‘ 


ities, which they never get again, 
but thank God, about salvation the 
Scripture is very clear that “who- 
soever will, let him take the water 
of life freely.” Anyone who wants 
to be saved can be saved. 


Now let me say that it is a very 
foolish and silly business for any 
Christian to be all occupied with 
their feelings and thinking about 
themselves all the time. Surely it 
pleases God for a Christian simply 
to believe the promises, rely upon 
them, believe that God did what 
He said He would do. All this seek- 
ing for emotional feelings and as- 
surance is wrong. It shows that 
you are not willing to take the 


plain promises of the Bible, and it 
shows that you are neurotic and 
over-interested in yourself and 
your feelings. If you want to be 
happy, then simply believe the Bi- 
ble and get busy about winning 
souls and serving God, and God 
will see that you will be happy. 


In the Saviour’s name, yours, 
John R. Rice 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD is in- 
vestigated and approved. 


“You May Buy With Confidence 


From Our Advertisers” 


200 million Europeans 


Civilized, have never 
but seen a Bible! 
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be. Evropean Bible Institute, Poris. 
Training students from many nations. 
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Luke 14:23. Will you help us? 
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European Gospel Film Evangelization 


The millions of Europe have drifted away from God and His * 
Word. The majority of the European people do not go to church any 
more. By common church work they cannot be reached, Now the 
Lord*gives us an opportunity to reach them with good sound Bible 
gospel films. Therefore we need auditorium film cars where with we 
can reach the millions in Europe. Every square in Western Europe 
can be ours, inviting the people in our auditorium car. Five years 
of experience have taught us that people of every walk of life will 
come in and see our gospel films. This is an opportunity to fulfill 


Ours is an interdenominational Gospel work which is recom- 
mended by pastors of several denominations, and leaders of the 
foremost and oldest Christian societies in the Netherlands. 

If you will gladly help to further the gospel in Europe, please do 
three things: first, pray for this work. Second, send your gift by postal 
money order or check to the European Gospel Film Evangelization Di- 
rector, Mr. A Zijp, Heinzestraat 19, Amsterdam, Holland. Third, speak 
to a brother or sister about this needy work in Europe. Everyone who 
sends a gift of at least $1.00 will for acknowledgment receive a real 
Dutch keepsake which he can use every day. For the Lord’s sake, 
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I have just received a letter 
from one of our Bob Jones Uni- 
versity graduates who is a soul- 
winning pastor. I quote: 

“The Lord has_ graciously 
given me two fine baby boys 
from which I have learned a 
lot about our relationship to 
God. One thing is that it is not 
enough for my boys to simply 
love me, but I want them to tell 
me so and to show it by obe- 
dience. I’m sure that the Lord 
feels the same way about His 
children and that it probably 
carries over into other rela- 
tionships such as your relation 
to the boys who have attended 
Bob Jones University. 

“Assuming that such is the 
case, I want to give this word 
of testimony for whatever it 
might be worth. I came to Bob 
Jones University in 1939 as a 
drummer in a dance orchestra. 
The Lord saved me, and called 
me to preach while I was in 
school. Although I may not 
have made much of an impres- 
sion on the world in general, 
anything that I am other than 
a dance orchestra drummer, I 
owe to the Lord through you 
and the school. If I had con- 
tinued on the wrong road I 
was on before I came to school, 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


there is no way of telling 
whether I would be alive or 
living a life of crime or behind 
bars somewhere,” 

There is scarcely a day that 
goes by that we do not get 
some letter from one of our 
graduates or from people who 
know our graduates expressing 
appreciation for what the 
school did for them through the 
ministry of Bob Jones Univer- 
sity. It is wonderful to serve a 
great God Who can do great 
things in the lives of people. I 
have told you Christians who 
have prayed for Bob Jones Uni- 
versity and who have invested 
some of the Lord’s money in 
the work of the institution that 
you are sharing in all that God 
is doing through the testimony 
of the institution of which I 
am the founder and my son is 
president. I hope you will keep 
on praying for us, and I believe 
you will be led of the Lord to 
make a contribution toward the 
Student Loan Endowment and 
Missionary Fund. Whatever you 
do will be greatly appreciated. 
Thank you and God bless you. — 

BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY ‘° 
GREENVILLE, S. C. 
(Advertise:ment) 
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How to Tithe 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


(ARTICLE XI ON TITHING) 


Many good Christian people; 


would like to tithe, but in their 
minds the subject is complicated. 
It seems hard, so they hesitate 
and lose the great blessings which 
come to tithers because they do 
not know how to begin, or they 
do not know the answer .to some 
problems about tithing. Actually, 
these questions are not hard to 
answer. 

Q. “How can a merchant tithe?” 

A. That is very simple. First, 
he finds what is his net income. 
From the gross sales, he must 
subtract the cost of merchandise. 
That will be the store’s net in- 
come. Then he should subtract 
the overhead cost of doing busi- 
ness, like rent, lights, and wages 
for any workers he may employ. 
What is left is his net income, 
and on this he should pay tithes 
and offerings. He should not take 
out~family expenses, nor his own 
personal expenses. All these ought 
to be paid after he takes out the 
Lord’s tithe of his net income. 


Sometimes a merchant pays 
himself a salary. Then he should 
simply give his tithes and offer- 
ings out of that salary. 


Everybody has to keep an ac- 
count of his income for the gov- 
ernment for income tax purposes. 
Therefore, it ought to be very 
easy for one to know what his 
net income is. However, the gov- 
ernment allows certain deductions 
according to the number of de- 
pendents, gifts to religious causes, 
charity, etc. But the Christian 
merchant should simply tithe the 
whole of his net income after the 
expense of doing business is taken 
out, but before his personal ex- 
penses or family expenses or gifts 
are taken out. 


Q. “How may a farmer tithe?” 


A. The farmer may have only 
one or two”*principal lumps of in- 
come during the year. However, 
the farmer too must keep an ac- 
count of his income for the gov- 
ernment, and so an honest farmer 
will have at hand a pretty careful 
record of his income. When the 
wheat crop or the cotton crop is 
sold, then at least one-tenth 
should be put in a tithing account 
in the bank, or otherwise laid by 
in store, so that a Christian can 
give from this amount to the sup- 
port of his own local church and 
to the various causes as God leads 
him. A farmer who gets regular 
checks for milk or cream, will, of 
course, take out at least the tithe 
each week and put it in_a tithing 
account in the bank, or in a sep- 
arate purse, or give it each week, 
as seems wisest. 

However, here is a complex 
problem. Should the farmer de- 
duct for seed he has planted when 
he gives a tithe of his crops? 
Should the farmer deduct the gas- 
oline bil} for his tractor, the price 
he paid for seed, the electricity 
for his milking machine, and feed 
erinder and ensilage cutter? I 
think there are two logical an- 
swers. 

In Bible times, farmers simply 
brought one-tenth of all their 
crops to the Lord and then free- 
will offerings besides. That seems 
the simplest way, and perhaps in 
most cases, the best way. That 
saves a lot of record keeping and 
trouble. And it balances out pretty 
well. A farmer may have some 
expense for seed, machinery and 
such matters, but then he gets 
his living quarters on the farm, 
the vegetables from his garden, 
the milk and butter from his cows, 
the chickens and eggs from his 
poultry yard, and all these go to 
balance what he may have spent 
in making a crop. I say, perhaps 
the simplest way for many far- 
mers is just to give one-tenth of 
all the income from crops raised 
on the farm. 

But on the other hand, some 
people feel that it would be better 
to keep more meticulous accounts 
and to subtract from income all 
the feed bought, all the seed, all 
the gasoline, all the farm machin- 
ery purchased, etc., before paying 
tithes and offerings. And that is 
all right if one is willing to be 
honest and go all the way on the 
record keeping. In such a case, the 
farmer, then, should count the 
rental of his farm house as in- 


parents and his relatives; 


come, should count the _ eggs, 
chickens, milk, butter, and vege- 
tables, from the farm as income, 
and pay a tithe and offerings out 
of this income, too. It is real in- 
come, though not in cash. So if 
one prefers, he may subtract all 
the expense of farming, and add 
in all the free benefits of farm- 
ing, then give tithes and offerings 
on his net income. 

But anybody who keeps careful 
enough records to be honest in 
an income tax report can know 
how to set apart God's tithe, then 
to give beyond that freewill of- 
ferings as he feels led. 


In any case, the wise and safe 
course is always to take out the 
tithe as soon as money comes in. 
Take out the tithe when a calf is 
sold, or when a few eggs are sold, 
or take the tithe from the cream 
check, or from the sale of the 
wheat crop. Immediately take out 
the tenth and put it in a separate 
place, in store. Then there will 
never be any question of cheating 
God and of being in disfavor be- 
cause of sin. 

Q. “Can the salaried worker 
subtract his living expenses from 
his salary, then tithe the balance?”’ 


A. Certainly not. Why should 
the grocer come before God when 
bills are to be paid? Why should 
the landlord come before God? 
No, one is not simply to tithe any 
surplus left over after his person- 
al expenses or family expenses. 
One-tenth of one’s salary ought 
to be set aside as a tithe immedi- 
ately when the pay check is cash- 
ed. Then the Christian who loves 
God will want to give freewill of- 
ferings, under the leading. of the 
Spirit, besides. 

Q. “May I support my widowed 
mother with tithe money, or send 
my children to college with tithe 
money?” 

A. No, you have an obligation 
to support your mother aside 
from your obligation to God. First 
Timothy 5:4 says, “But if any 
widow have children or nephews, 
let them learn first to shew piety 
at home, and to requite their 
parents: for that is good and ac- 
ceptable before God.” To support 
a widowed mother, or an aunt of 
the family, or some other rela- 
tive wha needs your care, means 
simply to requite your parents. 
One owes certain things to his 
even a 
heathen man recognizes that ob- 
ligation. That does not take the 
place of your solemn obligation 
to God. The tithe is the Lord’s, 
not your mother’s, not your fath- 
er’s. 

In this same passage, I Tim- 
othy 5:8 says, “But if any provide 
not for his own, and specially for 
those of his own house, he hath 
denied the faith, and is worse than 
an infidel.”” Some poor Christians 
use verse 8 as if it taught that 
one ought to proVide for his own 
immediate family even though he 
did not give the tithe and offer- 
ings to God’s cause. But that 
Scripture refers to the widows 
among one’s own relatives. If a 
son or daughter, a niece or neph- 
ew, does not provide for widows 
who are needy, among his or her 
own relatives, such an one denies 
the faith and is worse than an 
infidel, because even an _ infidel 
acknowledges his duty to his fam- 
ily. 

No, Christians ought to care for 
their own loved ones, and they 
ought not charge that up to God’s 
account. 

I knew a father who sent his 
son to college, then charged God 
with the tithe. That was selfish 
and unworthy. Men who can send 
their children to college should do 
so, but they ought not take God's 
money to educate their own chil- 
dren. 

I think a simple and honest rule 
in this matter is that whatever 
one ought to do for his own rela- 
tives or for his community as an 
obligation of a son, or relative, 
or citizen, that he ought to do 
with his own money and not with 
God’s money. 

Q. “May a Christian give God’s 
tithe to the Red Cross? to the 
Community Chest? to support a 
Parent-Teacher organization?” 


“ 


A. No, I think not. If the Red 
Cross should work to carry out 
the Great Commission of Jesus 
Christ and so should win souls to 
Christ, it would be worthy of sup- 
port, perhaps, with some of God’s 
money. But even unconverted peo- 
ple feel the obligation of humanity 
to help the Red Cross, to give to 
the Community Chest, and _ to 
other community enterprises for 
the relief of the poor, to help stop 
T.B. or cancer, or for the relief of 
polio victims, or to send CARE 
packages to Europe. But these hu- 
manitarian causes, however wor- 
thy in themselves, are not carried 
on as a Christian enterprise. The 
people who initiate and direct 
them do not think of them as the 
soul-winning work of Jesus Christ. 
Oftentimes they are worthy of 
support of Christian people, just 
as the government should be sup- 
ported with taxes, just as Chris- 
tians should support good schools, 
because they get the benefit of 
them. But God’s tithe should be 
spent only as directed by the 
Holy Spirit and in accordance 
with the will of God as revealed 
in the Bible. 

Q. “May tithes and offerings be 
givén for the relief of the poor?”’ 

A. Yes, provided that you are 
speaking of God’s poor, saints of 
God who deserve the support of 
God’s people and because of their 
work as Christians. In the church 
at Jerusalem, the saints shared 
with each other according to 
their needs (Acts 2:44; Acts 4:32). 


The classic passage in I Corinth- 
ians 16:1, 2, shows that the sup- 
port of poor saints had a large 
part in the giving of New Testa- 
ment Ghristians. There Paul, by 
divine inspiration, commanded: 

“Now concerning the collection 
for the saints, as I have given 
order to the churches of Galatia, 
even so do ye. Upon the first day 
of the week let every one of you 
lay by him in store, as God hath 
prospered him, that there be no 
gatherings when I come.” 

A great dearth or famine was 
on in Palestine. It had been fore- 
told by the prophet Agabus and 
Christians everywhere decided to 
help the hard-pressed and perse- 
cuted saints in Jerusalem. We are 
told: 


“Then the disciples, every man 
according to his. ability, determin- 
ed to send relief unto the breth- 
ren which dwelt in Judaea: Which 
also they did, and sent it to the 
elders by the hands of Barnabas 
and Saul.’—Acts 11:29, 30. 


So it is proper, then, when clear- 
ly led of the Lord, to give some 
of God’s money to the support of 
earnest and faithful Christian peo- 
ple who need it. 

However, God’s Word sets very 
definite limits on how money shall 
be spent in the care of God’s poor. 
If you read again I Timothy 5:1- 
16 you will see this problem dis- 
cussed in detail. There we are 
clearly told that a widow is not 
to be supported by the church if 
she is “under threescore years 
old, having been the wife of one 
man, well reported of for good 
works.”’ Such a widow must have 
brought up children, lodged stran- 
gers, washed the saints’ feet, re- 
lieved the afflicted and diligently 
followed every good work. You 
See, the New Testament churches 
did not set out in the business of 
supporting widows, but only care- 
fully selected women who _ had 
especially earned a place in the 
love of Christians by their godli- 
ness and good works. 

And the same passage clearly 
teaches that younger widows 
should be rejected. Younger wi- 
dows should marry, bear children, 
and not expect the church to sup- 
port them. Then there is the com- 
mand, “If any man or woman 
that believeth have widows, let 
them relieve them, and let not the 
church be charged; that it may 
relieve them that are widows in- 
deed.” So a relief of those who 
are worthy saints, most carefully 
selected because of their need and 
their Christian life and worthi- 
ness, is allowable. But God puts 
clear limits. The church is not in 
the relief business primarily, and 
Christians usually should not ap- 
ply to the church for relief. 

This same passage continues, 
that in this matter it is far more 
important to support the ministry. 
This same passage, continuing in 
I Timothy 5:17, 18, says: 

“Let the elders that rule well 
be counted worthy of double hon- 
our, especially they who labour 
in the word and doctrine. For the 
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“GIVE YOUR LIFE TO GOD; HE CAN DO MORE 
THAN YOU CAN!” 
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HEART BURNING BOOK 


Would that this Volume were better known as the heart burning 
Book. Luther permitted it to burn his heart and the shout still rings, 
“The just shall live by faith.” It burned the heart of Bunyan and life 
dripped from his pen to form the book called “Pilgrim’s Progress.’ 
Could a lesser book than this have burned the spirit of a Wesley into 
a life ministry of trekking weary miles with the Gospel? Whitfield 
felt its fire and the Colonies were touched to the winning of fifty 
thousand souls. Would Christ have been as well known in all England 
had not Spurgeon known its glow? The Bible burned the heart of 
Livingstone and that heart was buried in the depths of Africa. “Give 
me Scotland or | die’ was the cry of Knox when the heavenly heat 
of the Book touched his heart. Someone has said that Moody took 
one continent in his left hand and another in his right and moved 
them both toward God. Such was the power of a shoe clerk who de- 
voured the pages of “The Book of the Burning Heart,’ 

~-MERVIN ROSELL in “Challenging Youth” 
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ENGLAND HAS TWO BOOKS, THE BIBLE AND SHAKES- 
PEARE. ENGLAND MADE SHAKESPEARE, BUT THE BIBLE 
MADE ENGLAND. 

Victor Huco 
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WHEN CHRIST IS IN CONTROL 

Martin Luther was often very graphic in his description of the 
activities of the Devil. Asked one time how he overcame the De vil, 
he replied, “Well, when he comes knocking upon the door of my heart, 
and asks ‘Who lives here’? the dear Lord Jesus goes to the door ania 
Says, ‘Martin Luther used to live here but-he has moved out. New 
I live here.’ The Devil seeing the nail-prints in the hands, and the 
pierced side, takes flight immediately.” It is surely good for every 
life and for every home to have Jesus as permanent resident. This as- 
sured, heavenly blessings are sure to fall. upon such abodes. 


(From the book of 95 pages, DRIFTWOOD. P 
the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois.) rice, paper binding, §1. 
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scripture saith, Thou shalt not | 
muzzle the ox that treadeth out 
the corn. And, The labourer is 
worthy of his reward.” 
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ment requires enough records that 
any Christian who is honest in 
his income tax reports can keep 
track of his income and can know 

Some lazy and shiftless people |what a tithe would be. And for 
expected the church to care for ‘minors and dependents who do 
them even in Bible times, so Paul | ‘not have enough income to be re- 
gave the plain command in II /quired to make an income tax re- 
Thessalonians 3:10-12: Port, the simple and easy way of 

“For even when we were with | tithing is simply to lay aside God’s 
you, this we commanded you, that | part always when money comes in. 
if any would not work, neither |“Upon the first day of the week 
should he eat. For we hear that | let every ov of you lay by him 
there are some which walk among |" Store. ' That is the simplest 
you disorderly, working not at | Way. If you have much income, 
all, but are busybodies. Now them {YOu may put the Lord's part in 
that are such we command and (Continued on page 7) 
exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, | 
that with quietness they work, 
and eat their own bread.” 

I think a simple and scriptural 
rule would be that whatever re- 
lief one gives to the poor, to un- 
saved poor or to those who are 
not good Christians, help which a 
man gives simply as a citizen, he 
should charge to his own account. 
But when a devout Christian who 
has proven himself by service to} 
Christ really needs help, such that 
one is justified in using the Lord’s 
money for such relief, then tithe 
and offering money may be used: 
Obviously these days when every- 
body is taxed so heavily for the 
care of shiftless and improvident 
people, it is usually not necessary 
to take the Lord’s money, tithe}. 
and offering money, for the relief 
of Christian poor. 

Q. “Must one keep elaborate 
records in order to tithe -pro- 
perly?” 

A. No, usually not. The govern- 
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The Doctrine of Amillenialism 


(Continued from page 1) 


of Christ, and by His removal of 
the curse upon the earth, and by 
His rule with “a sceptre of right- 
eousness.” Isaiah 11:35, Zechariah 
chapter 14, and many other refer- 
ences, prove this. And, the New 
Testament never nullifies these 
glorious promises; but it does re- 
fer to them many times. In Reve- 
lation, chapter 20, the definite 
period of one thousand years is 
mentioned six times. Surely pre- 
millennialists, who believe that the 
millennium will begin at the com- 
ing of Christ, have an abundance 
of Scripture to maintain such a 
position. 

Postmillennialism teaches that 
Christ will come at the close of the 
millennium; that the world will 
be converted by the Gospel; and 
that, through the efforts of the 
churches, the kingdom of God will 
come on the earth. This theory 
has been explored and forsaken 
in most orthodox circles. 


Amillennialism Based on 
Figurative Interpretation 


The writer is convinced that 
amillennial belief cannot stand the 
acid test of the Scriptures. Where 
the amillennialists go astray is in 
their method of interpreting Bible 
prophecy. They contend that we 
must give a spiritualized interpre- 
tation of prophecy. Why? 

The prophecies that have been 
fulfilled in times past have not 
been spiritually or figuratively ful- 
filled, but literally, just as they 
were written. For example: the 
prophecies concerning the captiv- 
ity of Israel, the destruction of 


Jerusalem, and the birth, life and 
ceath of Christ, were literally ful- 
filled even to minute details. To 
be more specific, the very place of 
Christ’s birth ‘was prophecied 
(Micah 5:12), the manner of His 
birth was foretold (Isa. 7:14), and 
the exact way in which He would 
die was depicted by the remark- 
able prophecies of Psalm 22 and 
Isaiah 53. It is true that Jesus 
found only a few who believed 
that the prophecies concerning 
Himself would be literally fulfilled. 
But amillennialists are making the 
same error today. Should Christ 
come today He would chide many 
religious leaders for their unbe- 
lief; for God will fulfill to the let- 
ter every promise that He has 
made, 


In writing about the beliefs of 
the amillennalists we want to be 
perfectly fair. We respect and love 
our amillennial brethren, but be- 
lieve their views are unscriptural, 
therefore untenable. We expect 
to answer with Scripture, not with 
scholarship. The writings of men 
are of value only as they are con- 
firmed by the Scriptures. Scholar- 
ship was not Paul's highest ap- 
peal, and neither should it be ours. 
Scholarship was wrong when Jesus 
came the first time; it will be 
wrong regarding many issues 
when He comes again. 


Amillennialists Say That the 
Church is Israel 

First, the amillennial view is 

that the prophecies concerning 

Israel in the Old Testament apply 

either to the church in this Gos- 


Rev. Willlam N. Blankenship 


pel age or fo believers in the 
eternal state. They say, “The 
church is Israel.” Not one verse 
can be found in the entire Bible 
that substantiates this statement. 
A close study of the passages that 
speak of the Christian as a Jew or 
an Israelite will reveal that the 
writer is addressing Israelite be- 
lievers, or is writing about them. 
The context of a verse cannot be 
ignored. The Bible does not teach 
that every believer is a Jew, but 
that every Jew who believes is a 
real Jew. (Rom. 2:28,29). The 
church and Israel are differentiat- 
ed in the New Testament. (I Cor. 
10:32). When an Israelite is saved 
he becomes a Christian; when a 
Gentile is saved he becomes a 
Christian, but not an Israelite. 


The belief that the church is 
Israel causes its advocates to dis- 
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the modern dance is connected with drunkenness, 
lewdness, divorce, murder, is a terrible danger to vir- 
tue, modesty and the immortal soul. Honest, heart- 
searching. 44 pages, 35c 


Do you get into discussions with unsaved friends? Let 
them read these books! Their questions will be answered 
—and more important—the way of salvation is made 
crystal-clear, and they lead to conviction of sin and 
repentance. 


Order from your bookseller or 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
Wheaton, Illinois 
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moral senses, 


drink, proves liquor clouds the 
retards reactions, 
leads to disgrace. Explains Scrip- 
tures about “wine.” Powerful, con- 
vincing. 


50c 


WHAT'S WRONG WITH GAMBLING? By Evangelist 
James V. Lamb. Will be a startling revelation. Gives 
irrefutable facts. Shows evil results of gambling, how it 
leads to other sin, how God hates it. 62 pages. 35c¢ 


Wheaton, Illinois 


ORDER TODAY! 
SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
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will be restored: to its own land 
with the Messiah as their King, 
as was prophecied in Jeremiah 23: 


The question was asked Jesus, 
“Wilt thou at this time restore 
again the kingdom te Israel?” He 
did not reply that the prophecies 
concerning Israel would be ful- 
filled in the church age; but He 
did say, “It is not for you to know 
the times or the seasons which the 
Father hath put in His own pow- 
er.” (Acts 1:6,7.) The Holy Spirit 
through Peter spoke these words: 
“When the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of 
the Lord; and he shall send Jesus 
Christ, which before was preached 
unto you: whom the Heaven must 
receive until the times of restitu- 
tion of all things, which God hath 
spoken by the mouth of all his 
holy prophets since the world be- 
gan” (Acts 3:19-21.) This Scripture 
plainly teaches that the prophecies 
of the Old Testament concerning 
the restoration of Israel (“all 
things’), will be fulfilled at the 
second coming of Christ. In Ro- 
mans 11 God shows that Israel in 
part is blinded to Christ as Sav- 
iour, and that now is “The times 
of the Gentiles.”’ Then in verse 25 
a great secret is revealed—that 
this blindness will only continue 
until the Gentile religious oppor- 
tunity has ended. And then, “All 
Israel shall be saved: as it is writ- 
ten, There shall come out of Sion 
the Deliverer and shall turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob: for this is 
my covenant unto them, when I 
shall take away their sins.” (vss. 
26,27). 


There is one more reference to 
consider—Acts 15:14-17. These 
verses give God’s plan for this age 
and the millennial age. (1) God is 
calling out from among the Gen- 
tiles a people for His name (the 
bride of Christ). (2) After this 
Christ will return (v. 15). He is 
not speaking of Christ’s first com- 
ing, for He is returning to the 
earth that He previously visited 
(v. 16). (3) When he returns, 
David's tabernacle (dwelling place, 
or house, or kingdom) will be 
established (v. 16; Luke 1:32, 33). 
This is the restoration of the king- 
dom of Israel, and the millennium. 
(4) The whole world will out- 
wardly turn to Christ during the 
millennium (v. 17; Zech. 14:16). 


What Amillennialists Overlook 


Second, the amillenialist believes 
that at the second coming of 
Christ there will be a cataclysmic 
destruction of the earth and 
that the saved and lost will, at 
that time, enter their eternal 
state. This view ignores in one 
statement an abundance of Scrip- 
ture. One never reads that the 
earth will be destroyed simultan- 
eously with Christ’s coming. It 
will be destroyed during the “day 
of the Lord,” which involves many 
judgments and a long period of 
time. If you will read all Bible 
references on the “day of the 
Lord” you will understand that it 
refers to the time of the Great 
Tribulation, the judgment of the 
nations, the millennium, the white 
throne judgmert, and finally,: the 
destruction of the earth by fire. 


The idea that at the coming of 
Christ the saved and lost will be 
ushered into their eternal state, 
does not harmonize the Scriptures. 
This view is arbitrarily propagated 
in the face of Bible facts contra- 
dicting it. This view also logically 
demands a general resurrection. 
But Revelation, chapter 20, spe- 
cifically mentions “the first resur- 
rection,” and shows that the sec- 
ond resurrection follows in its 
proper sequence one thousand 
years later. The status of the first 
resurrection group is given, and 
they are located on the earth for 
one thousand years with Christ. 
(Rev. 20; II Thess. 1:10). The 
second resurrection is not so calil- 
ed, but is signified by the plainest 
description possible. The time is 
following the one thousand years, 
and the group resurrected is con- 
signed to the lake of fire. 


In the light of Revelation, chap- 
ter 20, we may easily see the or- 
der of events outlined in I Corinth- 
ians 15:23-28 (1) Christ the first 
fruits (resurrection of Christ). (2) 
They that are Christ’s at his com- 
ing (resurrection of the saints). 
(3) He must reign till He hath 
put all enemies under His feet 
(the millennium). (4) The last 


enemy that shall be destroyed is 
Death (the second resurrection, 


believe that the nation of Israel} 


5-8, Zechariah 14, and Isaiah 11. | 
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Rev. 20:12, 13). (5) Then shall the 
Son also himself be subject. unto 
Him that put all things under 
Him, that God may be all in all 
(the eternal state, Rev. chapters 
21 and 22). 


Amillennialism and the Book 
of Revelation 


The third belief of the amillen- 
nialists (many of them, at least) is 
that the prophetic book of Reve- 
lation was written for the most 
part for the comfort of the first 
century Christians, and was ful- 
filled in the first and second cen- 
tury. The fallacy of this interpre- 
tation is most apparent because 
end-times events are interspersed 
throughout the book from chapter 
6 and following. The amillennial 
interpreters recognize this diffi- 
culty but ignore or spiritualize it. 
The fact is, such events as are 
described in chapters 6 to 18 have 
never yet taken place. 


Another difficulty with this 
third belief is the view that Reve- 
lation 6 to 18 has reference to the 
sufferings of the early church. But 
the church is not once mentioned. 
We understand all this Scripture 
to refer to the future. We believe 
that the church, as was John in 
his vision, will be in Heaven at the 
time the judgments of God and 
man are heaped upon the cursed 
earth. 

Finally, the amillennial group 
holds to the view that there is no 
relationship between the prophecy 
of Daniel and the Revelation. That 
these two prophetic books are 
Similar, none will deny; but again 
they refuse to interpret Scripture 
in the light of Scripture. The Bible 
is a book of progressive revelation 
in the good sense. The prophetic 
books of the Old Testament are 
essential to the understanding of 
the prophetic portions of the New 
Testament. Paul compared spirit- 
ual things with spiritual (1 Cor. 
2:13). The New Testament writ- 
ers confirmed their new revelation 
with Old Testament truth, or ex- 
plained the absolute newness of it. 


Amillennialism An Issue 


Many ask, “Why make an issuc 
of amillennialism?” The answer is 
—The method of interpretation 
used in this teaching is unwar- 
ranted and dangerous. Suppose 
you interpret the Virgin Birth by 
the same process. You will have 
Christ born of a virtuous woman, 
but in an illegitimate way. You 
may interpret as you feel, if you 
are spiritualizing. Modernism — 
the denial of the Virgin Birth, the 
Deity of Christ, the Atonement, 
the Resurrection, and the Second 
Coming—is the fruit of liberal and 
figurative interpretation of the 
Scriptures. 


The great need of Christians to- 
day is simply to believe that God 
means just what He says about 
Sin, Satan, Salvation, the Second 
Coming, ‘Thousand-Year Reign, 
Heaven, Hell, and all other 
themes. We must not say what 
God has not said. We may safely 
quote the Word of God, but we 
dare not deny it. We cannot go 
wrong if we use God’s terminology. 
We firmly believe that the moral 
and spiritual fiber of a Christian 
is weakened when he undertakes 
to explain away a mass of Scrip- 
ture. Unbelief is the root of world- 


‘liness. The figurative interpreta- 


tion of the Scriptures, formalism, 


and worldliness tend to exist to-~ 


gether. 


From Faith and Southern Bap- 
tists, with permission of author. 
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“. .. the word of the Lord. .. Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts.”—Zech. 4:6 


By Dr. D. A. (Scotchie) McCall 
Minister of Revival Promotion, 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 
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I. 
“Everywhere Preaching the Word.” 

I am just back in the office from a preaching trip that took me 
through Wyoming, Colorado, Arizona, Texas, Mexico, Alabama, Ar- 
kansas, and Missouri. I saw folks consecrate themselves unto the Lord, 
some came to trust the Lord Jesus, some got under the local work, etc. 

At Ft. Collins, Colorado, a large group of young people pledged 
themselves to the transformed life—Romans 12:1-2. At Juarez, Mexico, 
five persons accepted Christ, and, two came by letter. At Bayou La 
Batre, Alabama, a high spot, among others, came when a man con- 
fessed Christ who had not been in a church in-twenty-seven years. He 
later publicly pleaded with the people to trust His Christ. 

At the Ft. Smith, Arkansas, revival conference many were saved, 
and large numbers came into a closer walk with the Lord. Doxology! 

More later! . 


Il. 
Write For Envelopes. 

On July 2, my office secretary, Miss Natalie Gudeman, gave a 
memorandum stating that 550 people had asked for the lovely package 
of vari-colored stand-up calendar envelopes for use in giving to the 
Sword Building Fund. They had stated their purpose to pay a total of 
$982 per month to that worthy cause. 


Our concern for you cost $154.28 in advertising 
revenue this week. Three different ads were submitted 
which we had to refuse to print because we wanted to 
protect you, our readers. 


It was not advertising on bad products—but pro- 
ducts and services which we could not wholeheartedly 
and conscientiously recommend to you. Our concern 
for your protection is not new. One advertising order 
for $2,800 has been rejected, along with many others, 
in the past few years. 


We investigate to the best of our ability every ad. | 
You can buy with assurance from SWORD advertisers. | 


——— 


—_ 


How to 


Tithe 

| 
a separate bank account. Thous- | allows, up to twenty per cent of 
ands do that. If you do not have | one’s income. 
enough income to make a separate| It is easy to tithe. Why not 
bank account necessary, then one | just quit stalling and try it? 
might well have a separate purse,| @. “How much of tithes and of- 
or drawer, where he puts. the/ferings should be given to one’s 
Lord’s money until the time comes | local church?” 
to give it. Or if one is a member} A. That will depend on how 
of a great soul-winning church| worthy is the local church pro- 
which has a burden for all the | gram, on how much one has been 
work of God and when the church |blessed by the ministry of others 


ee — -_-— 


-(Continued from page 2) 


ing in the Christian’s heart so that. 
he can give most of his tithes and 
offerings through the church,| How worthy is your local church 
then it is a simple matter to give | budget? If the pastor is a sacri- 
on Sunday the tithes and offerings | ficial, Spirit-filled soul winner, he 
on income during the past week. | will properly deserve your support 
Very few records, or no records, | better than if he be worldly and 
are necessary, if one takes out/if his preaching is not a blessing. 
the Lord's part immediately when! Is the local church budget main- 
he receives salary or other income. ‘ly taken up with local needs of 

It is wise to keep some record | salaried workers, the building and 
of gifts so that on income tax! maintenance, the music? Or does 
reports one may claim exemption;|a warm, fruitful missionary pro- 


the clear leading of the 


Spirit. 


Holy 


We just started out with these envelopes April 15, 1953. So in a 
little over two and one-half months those results have been attained. 
However, that is just about one tenth of the total number of people 
we need to write for this pack of calendar envelopes. Get it! Use it 
for His glory! 


Just write, “Please send me calendar pack of offering envelopes. I 
will plan to give $__.__ monthly till I notify you differently” and give 
name and address. 


iil. 
Four Dates to Remember 

The 19th Anniversary of THE.SWORD OF THE LORD, America’s 
greatest evangelistic weekly, calls for Master Rallies in undergirding 
revival, promoting soul winning and building for our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Put down the date and place nearest you where rallies are to be 
held. 

Chicago, Moody Church, September 28, afternoon and evening. 
4040 seats. 

Springfield, Missouri, September 29. Highfield Baptist Church. 
2000 seats. 
~ Pontiac; Michigan, September 30. Telegraph Road Baptist Church. 
1300 seats. 

Chattanooga, Tennessee, October 2. Highland Park Baptist Church. 
3000 seats. 


(Continued next column) 


TTC aaa, SWORD IS MORE 
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write For caratocue || MISSION FIELD! 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
A good lady who is a missionary 


in Mexico gladdened our hearts 
recently with the following glow- 
ing comments: 

“Your paper has been coming to 
us for some time now and we are 
most grateful for the Spiritual 
help we gain from it. Much litera- 
ture reaches one on the mission 
field these days but little of it is 
as practical and spiritual as THE 
SWORD OF THE LorRD Publishers 
material. 

“The Lord bless you and each 


FAMOUS POCKET 
QUARTERLIES 
@ Based on International Uniform 


Lessons with separate Quarterlies or 
Workbooks for Beginner, Junior, Pri- 


Gee}! nary, Intermediate-Senior and Adult | ONe on the staff for your part in 
departments, Story papers and full | sending out the Gospel.” 
PROMOTES BIBLE STUDY Mrs, J.T. D. 
Everybody likes their handy size and Tamazunchale 
quickly read and easily grasped Mexico 


esson material — no ‘filler’—68 pages, 
over 25,000 words. Surprisingly low 
cost. Make comparison with HIGLEY'S 
before ordering your next lessons. 


Write for full details 
big catalog of complete S. S. Supplies 


Please Mention 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 
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* the Lord’s doing, it is marvelous...’’ A great school 
grown up in a decade. An undoubted'miracle of God's grace. 


es 


collegiate degreé courses of your choice—4 years. Also 
diploma courses—3 years. Tuition oominal. Catalog on 
request. Be sure to investigate. 


Here you will find wide fellowship, great opportunity and } 


from taxation on the gifts given|gram have a large part in the 
| to God’s work, as the government | local church budget? It seems to 


Meetings that will be different! Meetings momentous! 
In these trying, chaotic days come together with us to feed upon 
His Word, to find His will! 


IV. 
Arkansas and Missouri 

The Ft. Smith Conference sponsored by the Sword, June 21-26, 
was grand in évery way. All who spoke to me about it said it was bet- 
ter than the one last year. 

Dr. Rice brought great messages, as did Dr. Jones, Dr. Ford, and 
| Dr. Smith. I did not get to hear others. Folks were saved. Many were 
| re-consecrated. Pastors were helped. 

A great church and pastor J. Harold Smith entertained the con- 
ference. Mr. Bob Post and the choir led in music and song. They 
showed the way for choirs. 

I stopped by Baring, Missouri, and preached to a house filled with 
people. Rev. Archie Cooper is the very fine pastor. They have THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD in just about every home in the church. Dox- 
ology! 


V 

Everywhere I found some people who devotedly love the Lord 
Jesus and faithfully stay by in His work. 

There was also sin and disloyalty on the part of too many. 

I also found pastors serving sacrificially 
ficially. 

I was with young and growing churches and also with a few giant 
churches, 

Everywhere I found readers of THE SworD OF THE LorD. They said, 
“I know you. I read your articles in THE SWorD OF THE LORD.” They 
love Dr. Rice. Many of them support this work. 


and I do mean sacri- 


Particularly in Wyoming, and Colorado the pastors were asking 
for another revival conference. Many in the deep South also ask for 
the same. 


VI. 
Texas and Mexico 

I was privileged to preach the Gospel in the great First Baptist 
Church, E] Paso, Texas. Dr. W. Herschel Ford is the aggressive pas- 
tor. They are in a lovely and large new auditorium. They had eleven 
additions that morning. The entire service was a symphony of har- 
mony in worship. 

Brother Eudaly escorted me over to Juarez, Mexico, where I 
preached the Gospel to a house’ filled with folks, with five professions 
of faith and two by letter. Brother Eudaly is connected with the 
S. B. C. Publishing of Spanish literature. A great work. 


VIL. 
‘In Alabama 
At Bayou La Batre, Alabama, a fisherman’s paradise, lots of peo- 
ple follow the ways of the sea. Pastor J. U. Gandy is a good bible stu- 
dent, and a good preacher of the Word. Though it was seven degrees 
hotter than ever before, folks came to revival; a high hour was the 
coming on profession of a man who had not been inside a church ser- 
vice in twenty-seven years. The Spirit was largely moving in the clos- 


ing services, ac. # 
Some loyal folks stand by the Cross. Doxology! 


Scotchie McCall, Jr., led the singing andhis wife, Peggy, and Mrs. 
McCall were also in the services. We had some great singing, also a 
fine VBS. 

While there we had fellowship with other fine pastors of Mobile as 
Rev. Bruce Hilbun, Rev. John Hilbun, Rev. Bill Scruggs, and Rev. 


& ci». 


Harold D. Burkholder, B.D., A. M., President 
GRACE BIBLE INSTITUTE, 1515 So. 10th St., Omaha 8, Nebraska 


Clyde Reynolds of the Mission, 
Dr. J. W. Stabler, layman, is doing a great work for Christ. 


program satisfies the Spirit’s lead- | outside the church, and mainly on | 


me that a church ought to include 
sacrificial gifts to soul-winning 
enterprises. The budget that gets 
more people saved ought to re- 
ceive more support from church 
members. The budget which does 


not carry out the Great Commis- 
sion actively by the support of 
fundamental, Spirit-filled and 
fruitful enterprises, does not de- 
serve the same support as a better 
church budget. 

Is the pastor a modernist? Ther 
in my judgment no money at al 
should be given to the locaa 
church budget, and one should not 
even remain a member. If the Jo- 


cal church is sound, but a mod- 
ernistic denominational program 
is supported, then a _ Christian 


should certainly withhold all gifts 
to denominational causes, which 
could in any wise encourage ana 
support modernism. No Christian 
has a right to ever give a dime 
of God’s money to support a school 
where doubt is cast upon the ac- 
curacy of the Bible, or the deity 
of Christ, or the blood atonement. 
No missionary program should be 
supported unless it is requirea 
that the missionaries be born- 
again Bible believers who go out 
to win souls to know Jesus Christ 
'in saving faith. If your church is 
a part of a large modernistic de- 
nomination, and the denominaticn- 
al program is dominated by mod- 
ernists, then you have no right 
to support such a program anr@d 
to use God's money for that pur- 
pose is a sin. You see, the worth 
of the local church program wilt 
help to determine how much of 
'tithes and offerings should go to 
support that program. 

What other ministers have 
blessed your heart? Galatians 6:6 
says, “Let him that is taught ia 
the word communicate unto him 
that teacheth in all good things.” 
The word communicate here 
means, in the Greek, to “share.” 
So the Christian is commanded 
that he is to share. his - good 
things with the preacher or Bible 
teacher whose ministry is a bles- 
sing. If you listen regularly to Dr. 
Charles* E. Fuller on the fadio 
broadeasts and are blessed, then 


- 


God has put in your hands. If 
you have been blessed by the great 
Christian programs on _ radio 
WMBI, the radio voice of Moody 
sible Institute, then you aie 
plainly commanded to share your 


'good things with that ministry. 
If you have been blessed and 
taught in the Word of God by 


reading THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
and other literature which the 
Sword of the Lord gets out 
around the world in many lan- 
vuages, then you owe it to Goad 
to share material goods with this 
ministry. Wherever God has bles- 
sed you through the preaching and 
teaching of the Word, there you 
have an obligation to use some of 
God’s money. 

But all these problems are to 
be taken to God in prayer. Eveiy 
Christian will have to give an 
account to God for the way he 
handles the stewardship of God's 
money. So one should carnestly 
seek the will of God and should be 
led by the Holy Spirit. Are ycu 
burdened for the support oi a 
missionary who is winning souls 
in some far-off country? If that 
work is laid on your heart by the 
Spirit of God, and if after careful 
checking you find that the truth 
iis preached, that souls are saved, 
| that it is an economical and 
;Spiritually profitable ministry, 
| then you should follow the leading 
of the dear Spirit of God in that 
‘matter. 

I cannot emphasize too strongly 
that careless giving of God's 
money is a sin. No one ever has 
a right to feel, ‘““Well, I will give 
the money, then it is none of my 
business how it is used.”” You can- 
not shirk your responsibility. You 
should give thought to make God’s 
‘money do the most good in get- 
‘ting out the Gospel. You should 
‘be just as careful in spending 
God’s money as you are in the 
money that remains in your hands 
after you have given tithes and 
offerings. With loving loyalty to 
your own church and pastor, and 
vet with first loyalty to Jesus 
|Christ and His Great Commis- 
'sion program of soul winning, let 
every Christian wait on God to 
i find the clear leading of the Spirit 
of God as to how tithes and of- 
'ferings should be given and used 
‘for the glory of God. 


not sponsor soul winning and does © 


you owe it to God to share with, 
him some of the things which Pan 
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Sweet Comfort 


(Continued from page 3) 


you, that the smoke is offensive. 
To me, no odor in all the world 
is so abominably offensive as 
smoking flax. 


.But some say: “How can you 
speak in so low a style?” I have 
not gone lower than I could go 
myself, nor lower than you can 
go with me for I am sure you 
are, if God the Holy Ghost has 
really humbled you, just as of- 


fensive to your own souls, and| 


; hes | 
just as offensive to God as e|not break the bruised reed. 


bruised reed would be among the 
pipes, or as smoking flax to the 
eyes and nose. I often think of 
dear old John Bunyan, when he 
said he wished God had made him 
a toad, or a frog, or a snake, or 
any thing better than a man, for 
he felt he was so offensive. O! I 
can conceive a nest of vipers, and 
I think that they are obnoxious; 
I can imagine a pool of all kinds 
of loathsome creatures, breeding 
corruption, but there is nothing 
one half so worthy of abhorrence 
as the human heart. God spares 
from all eyes, but His own, that 
awful sight, a human heart; and 
could you and I but once see our 
heart, we should be driven mad, 
sa horrible would be the sight. Do 
you feel like that? Do you feel 
that you must be offensive in 
God’s sight—that you have so re- 
belled against Him, so turned 
away from His commandments, 
that surely you must be obnoxious 
to. Him? If so, my text is yours. 


Now, I can imagine some wo- 
man here this morning who has 
departed from the paths of virtue; 
and, while she is standing in the 
throng up there, or sitting down, 
she feels as if she had no right 
to tread these hallowed courts, 
and stand among God’s people. 
She thinks that God might al- 
most make the chapel break 
down upon her to destroy her, she 
is so great a sinner. Never mind, 
broken reed and smoking flax! 
Though thou art the scorn of man, 
and loathsome to thyself, yet Jes- 
us saith to thee, “Neither do I 
fondemn thee: go, and sin no 


- = ‘c- ” 
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srw. 

-lhere is some man here who 
hath something in his heart that 
I know not of—who may have 


committed crimes in secret, that 
we will not mention in public; his 
sins stick like a leech to him, and 
rob him of all comfort. Here you 
are, young man, shaking and 
trembling, lest your crime should 
be divulged before high heaven, 
you are broken down, bruised like 
a reed, smoking like flax. Ah! Il 
‘have a word for thee, too. Com- 
fort! comfort! comfort! despair 
not: for Jesus saith He will not 
quench the smoking flax, He will 


4. Christ Will Yet Have Risen for 
These Poor Ones 


And yet, my dear friends, there 
is one thought before I turn away 
from this point. Both of these 
articles, however worthless they 
may be, may yet be of some serv- 
ice. When God puts His hand to 
a man, if he were worthless and 
‘useless before, He can make him 
ivery valuable. You know the 
‘price of an article does not de- 
| pend so much upon the value of 
‘the raw material as upon work- 
manship put upon it. Here is very 
bad raw material to begin with— 
bruised reeds and smoking flax 
but-by divine workmanship both 
these things become of wondrous 
value. You tell me ‘the bruised 
reed is good for nothing; I tell 
you, no, Christ will take that 
bruised reed and mend it up, and 
fit it in the pipes of Heaven. Then 
when the grand orchestra shall 
send forth its music, when the or- 
gans of the skies shall peal forth 
their deep-toned sounds, we shall 
ask, “What was that sweet note 
heard there, mingling with the 
rest?” And some one shall Say, 
“It was a bruised reed.” Ah, Mary 
Magdalene’s voice in Heaven, I 
imagine, sounds more sweet and 
liquid than any other; and the 
voice of that poor thief, who said 
“Lord, remember me,” if it is a 
deep bass voice, is more mellow 
and more sweet than the voice of 
any other, because he loved much, 
for he had much forgiven him. 
This reed may yet be of use. Do 
not say you are good for nothing; 
you shall sing up in Heaven, yet. 
Do not say you are worthless; at 
last you shall stand before the 
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company, and shall sing God's 
praise. 

Ay, and the smoking flax, too, 
what good can that be? I will 
soon tell you. There is a spark in 
that flax somewhere; it is nearly 
out, but still a spark remaineth. 
Behold the prairie on fire! See 
you the flames come rolling on? 
See you stream after stream of 
hot fire deluging the plain till all 
the continent is burned and 
scorched—till Heaven is reddened 
with the flame. Old night’s black 
face is scarred with the burning, 
and the stars appear affrighted at 
the conflagration. How was that 
mass ignited! By a piece of smok- 
ing flax dropped by some traveler, 
fanned by the soft wind, till the 
whole prairie caught the flame. 


So one poor man, one ignorant 
man, one weak man, even one 
backsliding man, may be _ the 
means of the conversion of a 
whole nation. Who knows but that 
you who are nothing now, may be 
of more use than those of us who 
appear to stand better before 
God, because we have more gifts 
and talents? God can make a 
spark set a world on fire—He can 
light up a whole nation with the 
spark of one poor praying soul. 
You may be useful yet; therefore, 
be of good cheer. Moss groweth 
upon gravestones; the ivy clingeth 
to the moldering pile; the mistle- 
toe groweth on the dead branch; 
and even so shall grace, and piety, 
and virtue, and holiness, and 
goodness, come from smoking flax 
and bruised reeds. 


II. The Divine Compassion of 
Jesus Here Pictured 


Thus then, my dear friends, I 
have tried to find out the parties 
for whom this text is meant, and 
I have shown you somewhat of 
mortal frailty; now I mount a 
step higher—to divine compassion. 
“The bruised reed he will not 
break, the smoking flax he will 
not quench.” 


Notice what is first of all stated, 
and then let me tell you that 
Jesus Christ means a great deal 
more than He says. First of all, 
what does He say? He says plain- 
ly enough that He will not break 
the bruised reed. There is a bruis- 
ed reed before me—a poor child 
of God under a deep sense of sin. 
It seems as if the whip of the 
law would never stop. It keeps 
on lash, lash, lash; and though 
you say “Lord, stop it, and give 
me a little respite,”’ still comes 
down the cruel thong, lash, lash, 
lash. You feel your sins. Ah! I 
know what you are saying this 
morning: “If God continues this a 
little longer my heart will break; 
I shall perish in despair; I am 
almost distracted by my sin; if 
I lie down at night I cannot 
sleep it appears as if ghosts were 
in the room—ghosts of my sins— 
and when I awake at midnight, I 
see the black form of death star- 
ing at me, and saying, “Thou art 
my prey, I shall have thee;’ while 
Hell behind seems to burn.” Ah, 
poor bruised reed, he will not 
break you; conviction shall not be 
too strong, it shall be’ great 
enough to melt thee, and to make 
thee go to Jesus’ feet; but it shall 
not be strong enough to break thy 
heart altogether, so that thou 
shouldst die. Thou shalt never be 
driven to despair; but thou shalt 
be delivered; thou shalt come out 
of the fire, poor bruised reed, and 
shalt not be broken. 

So there is a backslider here 
this morning; he is like the smok- 
ing flax. Years gone by you found 
such happiness in the ways of the 
Lord, and such delight in his serv- 
ice, that you said, ““‘There I would 
for ever stay. 


“*What peaceful hours I then en- 
joyed ; 
How sweet their memory still! 
But they have left an aching void, 
The world can never fill.” 


You are smoking, and you think 
God will put you out. If I were 
an Arminian, I should tell you 
that He would; but being a be- 
liever in the Bible, and nothing 
else, I tell you that He will not 
quench you. Though you are smok- 
ing, you shall not die. Whatever 
your crime has been, the Lord 
says, “Return ye backsliding chil- 
dren of men, for I will have mercy 
upon you.” He will not cast thee 
away, poor Ephraim; only come 
back to Him—He will not despise 
thee, though thou hast plunged 
thyself in the mire and _ dirt, 
though thou art covered from 
head to foot with filthiness; come 


back, poor prodigal! come back, 
cgme back! Thy Father calls thee. 
Hearken poor backslider! Come at 
once to Him whose arms are ready 
to receive thee. 


1. Here Much More Is Implied 


It says He will not quench—He 
will not break. But there is more 
under cover than we see at first 
sight. When Jesus says He will 
not break, He means more than 
that; He means, “I will take that 
poor bruised reed; I will plant it 
hard by the rivers of waters, and 
(miracle of miracles) I will make 
it grow into a_tree whose leaf 
shall not wither; I will water it 
every moment; I will watch it; 
there shall be heavenly fruits up- 
on it; I will keep the birds of prey 
from it; but the birds of Heaven, 
the sweet songsters of paradise 
shall make their dwellings in the 
branches.” 


When He says that He will not 
break the bruised reed, He means 
more; He means that He will 
nourish, that He will help, and 
strengthen, and support, and glor- 
ify—that He will execute His com- 
mission on it, and make it glorious 
forever. And when He says to the 
backslider that He will not quench 
him, He*means more than that— 
He means that He will fan. him 
up to a flame. Some of you, I 
dare say, have gone home from 
chapel and found that your fire 
had gone nearly out; I know how 
you deal with it; you blow gently 
at the single spark, if there is one, 
and lest you should blow too hard, 
you hold your fingers before it; 
and if you were alone and had 
but one match, or one spark in 
the tinder, how gently would you 
blow it. So, backslider, Jesus 
Christ deals with thee; He does 
not put thee out; He blows gently; 
He says, “I will not quench thee;”’ 
He means, “I will be very tender, 
very cautious, very careful;” He 
will put on dry material, so that 
by-and-by a little spark shall come 
to a. flame, and blaze up toward 
Heaven, and great shall be the 
fire thereof. 


2. The Srall Saints As Soft As 
the Great 


Now I want to say one or two 
things to Little-Faith this mor- 
ning. The little children of God 
who are here mentioned as being 
bruised reeds or smoking flax are 
just as safe as the great saints of 
God. I wish for a moment to ex- 
pand this thought, and then I will 
finish with the other head. These 
saints of God who-are called 
bruised reeds and smoking flax 
are just as safe as those who are 
mighty for their Master, and great 
in strength, for several reasons. 
First of all, the little saint is just 
as much God’s elect as the great 
saint. When God chose His people, 
He chose them all at once, and 
altogether; and He elected one 
just as much as the other. If I 
choose a certain number of things, 
one may be less than the rest, but 
one is aS much chosen as the 
other; and so Mrs. Fearing and 
Miss Despondency are just as 
much elected as Great-Heart, or 
Old Father Honest. 


Again: the little ones are re- 
deemed equally’ with the great 
ones; the feeble saints cost Christ 
as much suffering as the strong 
ones; the tiniest child of God 
could not have been purchased 
with less than Jesus’ precious 
blood; and the greatest child of 
God did not cost Him more. Paul 
did not cost any more than Ben- 
jamin—I am sure he did not—for 
I read in the Bible that “there is 
no difference.” 


Besides, when of old they came 
to pay their redemption money, 
every person brought a_shekel. 
The poor shall bring no less, and 
the rich shall bring no more than 
just a shekel. The same price was 
paid for the one as the other. 
Now then, little child of God, take 
that thought to thy soul. You see 
some men very prominent in 
Christ’s cause—and it is very good 
that they should be—but they did 
not cost Jesus a farthing more 
than you did; He paid the same 
price for you that He paid for 
them. 

Recollect again, you are just as 
much a child of God as the great- 
est saint. Some of you have five 
or six children. There is one child 
of yours, perhaps, who is very tall 
and handsome, and has, moreover, 
gifts of mind; you have another 
child who is the smallest of the 
family, perhaps has but little in- 
tellect and understanding. But 


which is the most your child?. 
“The most!” you say; “both alike 
are my children, certainly, as 
much one as the other.’”’ And so, 
dear friends, you may have very 
little learning, you may be very 
dark about divine things, you may 
but “see men as trees walking,” 
but you are as much the children 
of God as those who have grown 
to the stature of men in Christ 
Jesus. Then remember, poor tried 
saint, that you are just as much 
justified as any other child of 
God. I know that I am completely 
justified. 

“His blood and righteousness 

My beauty are, my glorious dress.” 
I want no other garments, save 
Jesus’ doings, and His imputed 
righteousness. 

The boldest child of God wants 
no more; and I, who am “less 
than the least of all saints,” can 
be content with no less, and I 
shall have no less. O Ready-to- 
Halt, thou art as much justified 
as Paul, Peter, John the Baptist, 
or the loftiest saint in Heaven. 
There is no difference in that mat- 
ter. O! take courage and rejoice. 


Then one thing more. /f you 
were lost, God’s honor would be 
as much tarnished, as if the great- 
est one were lost. A queer thing 
I once read in an old book about 
God’s children and people being a 
part of Christ and in union with 
Him. The writer says—‘“A father 
sitteth in his room, and there 
cometh in a stranger: the stran- 
ger taketh up a child on his knee, 
and theechild hath a sore finger: 
so he saith, ‘My child, you have 
a sore finger;’ ‘Yes!’ ‘Well, let me 
take it off, and give thee a golden 
one!’ The child looketh at him 
and saith, ‘I will not go to that 
man any more, for he talks of 
taking off my finger; I love my 
own. finger, and I will not have a 
golden one instead of it.’ So the 
Saint saith, ‘I am one of the mem- 
bers of Christ, but I am like a 
sore finger, and He will take me 
off and put a golden one on.’ ‘No,’ 
said Christ, ‘No, no; I cannot have 
any of my members taken away; 
if the finger be a sore one, I will 
bind it up; I will strengthen it.’” 


Christ cannot allow a word 
about cutting His members off. 
If Christ lost one of His people, 
He would not be a whole Christ 
any longer. If the meanest of His 
children could be cast away, 
Christ would lack a part of His 
fullness; yea, Christ would be in- 
complete without His church. If 
one of His children must be lost, 
it would be better that it should 
be a great one, than a little one. 
If a little one were lost, Satan 
would say, “Ah! you save the 
great ones, because . they had 
strength, and could help them- 
selves; but the little one that has 
no strength, you could. not save 
him.” You know what Satan 
would say; but God would shut 
Satan’s mouth, by proclaiming 
“They are all here, Satan; in spite 
of thy malice, they are all here; 
every one is Safe; now lie down in 
thy den forever and be bound eter- 
nally in chains, and smoke in 
fire!” So shall he suffer eternal 
torment but not one child of God 
ever shall. 


3. God Uses Small Saints to Save 
Great Ones 


One thought more, and I shall 
have done with this head. The 
salvation of great saints often de- 
pends upon the salvation of little 
ones. Do you understand that? 
You know that my salvation, or 
the salvation of any child of God, 
looking at second causes; very 
much depends upon the conver- 
sion of some one else. Suppose 
your mother is the means of your 
conversion, you would, speaking 
after the manner of men, say that 
your conversion depended upon 
hers; for her being converted, 
made her the instrument of bring- 
ing you in. Suppose such and such 
a minister to be the means of 
your calling; then your conversion, 
in some sense, though not abso- - 
lutely, depends upon his. So it 
often happens, that the salvation 
of God’s mightiest servants, de- 
pends upon the conversion of little 
ones. There is a poor mother; no 
one ever knows anything about 
her; she goes to the house of God; 
her name is not in the newspapers, 
or anywhere else; she teaches her 
child, and brings him up in the 
fear of God; she prays for that 
boy; she wrestles with God, and . 
her tears and prayers mingle to- — 
gether. The boy grows up. What 

(Continued on page 9) 
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All About the Bible 


(Continued from page 1) — 
preserved throughout all time, just 


as our own Scriptures have been; 


but, the truth is, there are no re- 
mains, nor is there the least trace 
of any such writings. 

Therefore, in spite of the fact 
that some of the words used by 
Moses do not appear to be of He- 
brew origin, but to have been bor- 
rowed from an earlier language, it 
nevertheless seems safe to con- 
clude that there were no inspired 
writings prior to those which we 
have in our Bible. 

’ All this is the more remarkable 
when we remember that unin- 
spired writings of various kinds, 
having more or less vague refer- 
ences to God, were undoubtedly 
in existence at a very early age. 

pecimens of these have recently 

en discovered in Egypt and 
Babylonia, in the form of clay 


tablets with signs or letters im- 


pressed upon them; also ancient 
stones, with similar signs repre- 
senting writing cut upon them. 

One of these is the remarkable 
pillar of black stone or-diorite dis- 
covered in December, 1901 at Susa, 
in Persia, the “Shushan the Pal- 
ace” of Neh. 1:1. It contains some 
ancient laws—the code of King 
Hammurabi—written in what is 
known as the cuneiform writing— 
i.e., symbols shaped like a wedge 
representing syllables. These laws 
bear some resemblance to the Mo- 
saic laws, but the writing dates 
back some five or six hundred 
years before Moses — probably 
about the time of Abraham. This 
extra-ordinary code of laws is ap- 
parently one of the many rem- 
nants of those pure laws which, in 
the early days of the world’s his- 
tory, God had communicated oral- 
ly to man; but which, in course of 
time, had‘ been partly forgotten 
and partly corrupted. 


The Book of Job, written prob- 
ably about the time of Moses and 
possibly by Moses—but apparently 
relating to a still earlier period— 
furnishes an equally striking ex- 
ample of the same thing. There 
we read of Jov’s friends—all of 
them, no doubt, true men—who 
came with evident intention of in- 
structing Job as to the mind and 
purpose of God in connection with 
suffering. Nevertheless, having in 
those days no written revelation 
to guide them, their testimony was 
sadly marred by the introduction 
of what was evidently their own 
thoughts and ideas upon the sub- 
ject—-viz., that Job’s. sufferings 
were the direct result of his sins. 
‘Whoever perished [said they] be- 
ing innocent? or where were the 
righteous cut off” (Job 4:7)? They 
were accordingly rebuked for their 
error, God telling them: “Ye have 
not spoken of me the thing which 
is rignt” (Job 42:8). A recognition 
of this fact will throw a flood of 
light upon much that is otherwise 
very difficult to understand in 
this ancient book of Job. 

Evidently those were days in 
which God was pleased to make 
known His will verbally, in a di- 
rect and personal manner, to in- 
dividuals, as to Adam (Gen. 2:16), 
Cain (Gen. 4:6), Noah (Gen. 6:13), 


Abram (Gen. 12:1), Abimelech 
(Gen. 20:3), Isaac (Gen. 26:2), 
‘Jacob (Gen. 28:13), and, as we 


have seen, Job and his friends. 


_In that way also it appears that 
God first instructed man concern- 
ing many of the laws which were 
afterwards embodied in the Penta- 
teuch, such as marriage (Gen. 2: 
24). Verbal instructions concern- 
ing offerings and sacrifices must 
also have been given from the very 
beginning, or we should scarcely 


‘read that Abel “brought of the 
‘firstlings of his flock and of the 


fat thereof” (Gen. 4:4); while the 
words in Gen. 4:7 translated ‘Sin 
lieth at the door’ should be “the 
sin offering coucheth at the door”?! 
It is also significent that Noah 
took a number of “clean” beasts 
into the ark (Gen. 7:2) for sacri- 
fice (Gen. 8:20). 

Thus we see how from earliest 
times man possessed, even with- 
out the Scriptures, the knowledge 


of God and His laws. 


This primitive knowledge, al- 
though dimmed and perverted in 


the course of ages, has apparently 


never altogether died out; and 
hence the fact that, in every part 
of the inhabited globe — even 
where the Bible has never been 
heard of—the worship of .a Su- 
preme Being, in some form or 


other, frequently accompanied by 
sacrifice, is still practised: none 
but the fool saying ““There is no 
God” (Ps. 53:1). 

It should, however, always be 
remembered that, with or without 
the Bible, there have ever been 
two independent witnesses for God 
—that is, nature or the works of 
God in creation (Ps. 19:1-3; Rom. 
1:19, 20) and conscience (Rom. 2: 
14, 15). 

Indeed, in those early days man 
appears to have been in his rela- 
tion to God, under conscience. 


But nature merely teaches us| 


the fact that there is a Creator- 
God; while that priceless gift, con- 


Sweet Comfort 


(Continued from page 8) 


is he? A missionary—a William 
Knibb—a Moffatt—a Williams. 
But 
about the mother. Ah! but if the 
mother had not been saved, where 
would the boy have been? Let 
this cheer the little ones; and may 
you rejoice that He will nourish 
and cherish you, though you are 
like bruised reeds and smoking 
flax. 


Certain Victory for Christ and 
All His Own 


Now, to finish up, there is cer- 
tain victory. “Until he bringeth 
forth judgment unto victory.” 
~ Victory! There is something 


science, may be so abused as to be | beautiful in that word. The death 


rendered practically 
Hence the necessity-for such a rev- 
elation as is contained in the Bible, 
which 

ever” (I 


inoperative. | 


| 


of Sir John Moore, in the Penin- 
sular war, was very touching: he 


| fell in the arms of triumph; and 


| 


only tells us that there is a Crea- | 


tor, but reveals to us Who that 
Creator is. 


The Birth of the Bible 


Man, under conscience, failed: 
now he ‘was to be placed under 
law; and therefore about 
close of the first two thousand 
years God called Abram out from 
the idolatrous surroundings of 
his native home (Gen. 12:1; Josh- 
ua 24:2, 15), changed his name to 
Abraham (Gen. 17:5; Neh. 9:7), 
and constituted him the head of a 


people (Gen. ‘12:2, 15:5), known as | 


the Hebrews or Jews, whom He 
was pleased to call His own pecu- 
liar possession (Deut. 14:2), and 
whom He specially fitted and pre- 
pared during many generations, 
that they might in due time be- 


come the depositaries of a revela- | 


tion committed to writing (Rom. 
3:2), which would at once be more 
permanent in its nature and less 
liable to be either forgotten or 
corrupted; and that they as a na- 
tion, separated from all other peo- 
ples on the earth, might them- 
selves first “learn to do all the 
words of this law” (Deut. 29:29), 
and in the fulness of time might 
spread the blessings of this pre- 
cious heritage among all nations 
(Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47; Acts 
1:8). 

Accordingly, about five hundred 
years after the call of Abram— 
i.e., about 1500 B.C.—the time 
came to have this written revela- 
tion accomplished, which was to 
embody a history of the preceding 
2,500 years, including an account 
of the Creation, together with 
God’s laws, precepts, promises, 
prophecies, etc. 

For this purpose, Moses, who 
had been prepared in a very re- 
markable way (Heb. 11:24, 27) for 
a task of such transcendent im- 
portance, was chosen from among 
this separated people to commence 
these sacred writings—as Stephen 
reminded the Sanhedrin in his 
memorable address, saying, Moses 
“received the lively [or living] or- 
acles to give unto us” (Acts 7:38). 

And while the first actual refer- 
ence to writing found in the Bible 
is in Exod. 17:14, where the Lord 
commanded Moses to “write” the 
story of the fight with Amalek 
“in a book,” it was probably on 
the awful heights of Sinai, where 
this meek man stood alone before 
God, that the Book which is des- 


tined to outlive “heaven and 
earth” (Luke 21:33) was com- 
menced; prophets, .apostles, and 


other holy men in after days con- 
tinuing the work as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost (2 Pet. 
1:21) from time to time, until the 
volume of the Book was complete. 


Who Wrote the Pentateuch? 


The question is often asked now- 
adays, how did Moses write the 
first five books of the Bible, if in- 
deed he wrote them at all? Did 
he simply compile those marvel- 
lous books from other documents 
already existing in his day, or 
were his writings the result of 
special and direct inspiration of 
God? 

Now it will not be difficult to 
put this vitally important ques- 
tion to a very practical test; for 


while as we have already seen, | 
there were no inspired writings for 


him to work upon or “edit”; nev- 
ertheless, in the providence of 
God, we have in our. possession 
(beside many other specimens of 
uninspired writing at. that remote 
period) two remarkable docu- 


the | 


| 
} 
| 


| 


} 
} 


“liveth and abideth for | 544 a8 was his fate, I doubt not 
et. 1:23). and which not | that his eye was lit up with luster 


by the shout of victory. So also, 
I suppose, that Wolfe spoke a 
truth, when he said, “I die happy” 
—having just before heard the 
shout, “they run, they run.” I 
know victory, even in that bad 
sense—for I look not upon earthly 
victories as of any value—must 
have cheered the warrior. But, ah! 
how cheered the saint, when he 
knows that victory is his! I shall 
fight during all my life, but I shall 
write “vici” on my shield. I-shall 
be “more than conqueror through 
him that loved me.” Each feeble 
saint shall win the day; each man 
upon his crutches; each lame one; 


ments, believed to have been writ- 
ten about the time of Abraham, 
and which were, therefore, probab- 
ly well known in the days of Mo- 
ses, comprising between them the 
two main subjects of which the 
Pentateuch consists—viz., history 
and laws. These are:— 

1. The Chaldean Legends, beau- 
tifully written on clay tablets. 
They were discovered by Mr. Lay- 
ard and others many years ago, 
buried among the ruins of ancient 
Nineveh and other cities of Baby- 
lonia, and purport to give the story 
of creation, while the Gilgamesh 
series of these Chaldean Legends 
are supposed to contain the story 
of Cain and Abel, and certainly 
the story of the Deluge. 

2. The Laws of Hammurabi, who 
was probably the same person as 
Amraphel, mentioned in Gen, 14:1. 

First, then, as to history. The 
very suggestion that Moses ob- 
tained his historical information 


| from those: Chaldean and Gilga- 


| mesh 


legends, which Professor 


'Sayce tells us “were traditions be- 


fore being committed to writing,” 
is simply absurd; for, interesting 
as they are, they are so full of leg- 
endary nonsense, that it would 
have been a practical impossibility 
for Moses or any other man to 
evolve, from such mythical leg- 
ends, the sober, reverent, and sci- 
entific records which are found in 
(Continued on page 10) 


you do not hear anything’ 


each one full of infirmity, sorrow, 
sickness, and weakness, shall gain 
the victory. ‘““They shall come with 
singing into Sion; as well the 
blind, and lame, and halt, and the 
woman with child, together.” So 
saith the Scripture. Not one shall 
be left out; but he shall “bring 
forth judgment unto victory.” Vic- 
tory! victory! victory! This is the 
lot of each Christian: he _ shall 
triumph through his dear Redeem- 
er’s name. 


Now a word about this victory. 
I speak first to aged men and 
women. Dear brethren and sisters 
—you are often, I know, like. the 
bruised reed. Coming events cast 
their shadows before them; and 
death casts the shadow of old age 
on you. You feel the grasshopper 
to be a burden; you feel full of 
weakness and decay; your frame 
can hardly hold together. Ah! you 
have here a special promise. ‘“The 


bruised reed I will not break.” “I 


will strengthen thee.” ‘“‘When thy 
heart and thy flesh faileth, I will 
be the strength of thy heart and 
thy portion forever.” 


Even down to old age, all my peo- 
ple shall prove 

My sovereign, eternal, unchange- 
able love; 

And when hoary hairs shall their 
temples adorn, 

Like lambs they shall still in my 
bosom be borne. 


Tottering on thy staff, leaning, 
feeble, weak, and wan; fear not 
the last hour; that last hour shall 
be thy best; thy last day shall be 
a consummation devoutly to be 
wished. Weak as thou art, God 
will temper the trial of thy weak- 
ness; He will make thy pain less, 
if thy strength be less; but thou 
Shalt sing in Heaven, “Victory! 
victory! victory!” There are some 
of us who could wish to change 
places with you, to be so near 
Heaven—to be- so near Hdme. 
With all your infirmities, your 
gray hairs are a crown of glory to 
you; for you are near the end, as 
in the way of righteousness. 

A word with you middle-aged 
men, battling in this life’s rough 
storm. You are often bruised reeds, 
your religion is so encumbered by 
your worldly callings, so covered 
up by the daily din of business, 
business, business, that you seem 


like smoking flax; it is as much: 
as you can do to serve your God, 
and you cannot say that you are 
“fervent in spirit,” as well as 
“diligent in business.” Man of 
business, toiling and striving .ia 
this world, He will not quench 
thee when thou art like smoking 
flax; He will not break thee when 
thou art like the bruised reed; but 
will deliver thee from thy trou- 
bles, thou shalt swim across the 
sea of life, and shalt stand on the 
happy shore of Heaven, and shalt 
sing, “Victory” through Him that 
loved thee. 

Ye youths and maidens! I speak 
to you, and have a right to do so. 
You and I ofttimes know wha 
the bruised reed is, when the 
hand of God blights our fair hopes. 
We are full of giddiness and way- 
wardness, it is only the rod of 
affliction that can bring folly out 
of us, for we have much of it in 
us. Slippery paths are the paths of 
youth, and dangerous ways. are 
the ways of the young, but Gea 
will not break or destroy us. Men, 
by their over caution, bid us never 
tread a step, lest we fall; but Goe 
bids us go, and make our feet like 
hinds’ feet, that we may. tread 
upon high places. Serve God -ir 
early days; give your hearts to 
Him, and then He will never cast 
you out, but will nourish--an@ 
cHerish you. 


Let me not finish without say- 
ing a word to little children. Yow 
who have heard of Jesus, He says 
to you, “The bruised reed -I wid 
not break; the smoking flax I- wilh 
not quench.” I believe there - is- 
many a little prattler, not -six 
years old, who knows the Saviour. 
I never despise infantile piety; I 
love it. I have heard little children 
talk of mysteries that gray-head- 
ed man knew not. Ah! little chil- 
dren who have been brought up 
in Sunday schools, and love the 
Saviour’s name, if others say you 
are too forward, do not fear, love 
Christ still. 


Gentle Jesus, meek and mild, 
Still will look upon a child; 


Pity thy simplicity, 


And suffer Thee to come to him. 


He will not cast thee away; for 
smoking flax He will not quench, 
and the bruised reed he-will noe 
break. 


(From the book SPURGEON’S SFR- 
MONS, Velume 2, published by Zonder- 
van Publishing House. Price $2.95. Order 
from THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
Wheaton, Illinois.) 


sionaries, 


must act now, while 


LET US EVANGELIZE RUSSIANS AND OTHERS 


Peter Deyneka, recently returned from a world-wide missionary 
survey, finds open doors, great opportunity and need of more mis 
New Testaments and Gospel! literature among 
people and others. Also Christians in Europe still need relief. We 
the door is open. We are helping to spread 
the Gospel in 20 countries. New missionaries are leaving for Eur- 
ope, South America and Alaska. We are also maintaining a Rus 
sian Bible Institute in Argentina. If the Lord should direct ycu te 
have fellowship with us send your gift to the 


Slavie 


SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION, Inc. 


Rev. Peter Deyneka, Genera] Director, Dept. L. 


2434 N. Kedzie Bivd., Chicago 47, Ill. 


In Canado—14 Park Road, Toronto, Ontaile 


Order book, “Twice Born Russian’”’ by Peter Deyneka, only $1.50 
(Freé copy of illustrated Slavic News Magazine sent on request) 


Use this Convenient Coupon 


Sword of the Lord Publishers 
Wheaten, Illinois 


Please rush me.my copy of Dr. Rice's. 


new book, “A 
enclose $2.00. 


Know-So Salvation.” I 
Name 
Address. 


City 


2.” ‘State... us 


192 pages, beautifully painted and ; 
bound, a library volume that you 
will be proud to own and glad to 
give. Only | $2.00 


oe a ee a oe oe ae ee oe. oe PSK el ooo 4 


to keep it. 


end of lost sinners. 


and how to know it. 


who would not defile himself. 


c-Sse ee ee ee eee se & 


Have You Gotten Your Copy? | 


A KNOW-SO SALVATION — 


- Dr. John R. Rice’s newest book 


SERMON TITLES: 

1. “A Know-So Salvation’’ How to get salvation, how te know it, and how P 

2. “... At the Last” Shows the final result of sin, and the awful reaping. 
. “The Seven Saddest Sayings for Sinners” Sebering Scriptures about the 

lost condition of sinners, the deliberate rejection of Christ, and the final 


4. “A New Heart” Why you must have one or go to Hell, and how to get it.» 
5. “Crossing the Deadline’ The unpardonable sin: what it is, who commits it, 


6: “The Young Man Who Made Up His Mind” The thrilling story of Daniel - 
7. “Almost Persuaded.” King Agrippa, moved by the claims of Christ, was ~ 
still a wicked, rebellious sinner, and altogether lost. ’ 
8. “Today 1” Six pressing reasons why you should be saved today. mY. 
Order from your bookseller or _ 
SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 


This brand new book of Dr. Rice’s will show Christians how to 
know beyond any doubt that they are saved. It will make clear 
the saving and keeping grace of God for poor, weak Christians 
who cannot keep themselves. It will answer the questions of the 
unconverted. It will bring conviction. will bring sinners to Christ. 
Here are sermons greatly blessed of God in revival services ail 
over the United States. You will want this book on salvation in 
your home. You will want to lend it to unsaved -relatives.and § 
friends—they will read it! For great numbers of lost people listened 
gladly to these sermons, and have found Christ. Many a disturbed 
and doubtful Christian has found assurance and permanent peace 
through these messages from God. 


— 


. 
. 
. 


- > ~ -) — 
i ae pe ES — 


ae 


. > = PR AP ey, - 


Page Ten 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, July 24, 1953 


All About the Bible 


(Continued from page 9) 


the book of Genesis; for “who can 
bring a clean thing out of an un- 
clean” (Job 14:4)? 

For example, Berosus, one of 
the Babylonian priests, describes 
the creation of heaven and earth 
and man thus: the deity “Belus 
came out and cut the woman 
(named Omoroka) asunder, and of 
one half of her he formed the 
earth, and of the other half the 
heavens”! while this same Belus 
“commanded one of the gods to 
take off his head and to mix the 
blood with the earth and from 
thence to form other men and 
animals!”’! 

Now while it is easy to trace 
here the corrupted remains of a 
once pure revelation, it is mani- 
festly out of all reason to suppose 
that any part of the Pentateuch 
could have been compiled from 
legends such as this. 


Then, as regards the laws, it 
may not be generally known that 
the remarkable code of Hammu- 
rabi, though excellent in many re- 
spects, merely consists of moral 
laws as between man and man, 
and entirely omits that which is 
of far greater importance, and on 
which the laws of Moses lay such 
paramount stress—viz., man’s ob- 
ligation to God. Moreover, it makes 
mo provision for the poor; while 
Hammurabi himself was an idola- 
ter, and worshipped the sun-god 
and other deities! So that here also 
it is evident Moses could not have 
got his laws from any such source. 


It is noteworthy that when 
Moses said ‘““What nation is there 
. .. that hath statutes and judg- 
ments so righteous as all this law 
(Deut. 4:8)?” he recognized that 


1Chaldean Account of Genesis. 
George Smith. 
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other nations had their laws; but 
at the same time his words clearly 
imply that the laws he had re- 
ceived from God were entirely dif- 
ferent from anything of the kind 
existing elsewhere. Indeed, Profes- 
sor Sayce, in a paper read in Lon- 
donderry on September 27th, 1905, 
comparing these Chaldean legends 
with the Bible, said that “on the 
spiritual and religious side there 
was a gulf between them that 
could not be spanned.” 


But, more than this, the fact 
that the Pentateuch was written 
under inspiration, and that Moses 
was the writer, is made abundant- 
ly elear by the Scriptures them- 
selves. Every Bible student knows 
how the laws and ordinances of 
the Pentateuch are compassed by 
the oft-repeated expression, “The 
Lord spake unto Moses.” Nearly 
every chapter in Leviticus com- 
mences with those words; also 
most of the chapters in Numbers, 
and many of those in Exodus. 
Now, if those laws were really 
compiled from a variety of other 
documents, how could it be truly 


said that the Lord spake them to 


Moses? 
We are further told in Acts 7: 
38 that Moses “received” — not 


compiled — these living oracles, 
while Ex. 24:4 ought to make all 
further controversy on the sub- 
ject unnecessary; for there, as if 
anticipating this very question, it 
is solemnly stated that what 
Moses wrote was—not the words 
of some human authors edited and 
revised, but—‘“ALL THE WORDS OF 
THE LorD!” 

Moreover, it is significant that 
throughout all the many referenc- 
es made in the Scriptures to the 
Pentateuch, there is not the least 
hint given that any other author 
than Moses had anything to do 
with it. 

But, says an objector—whatever 
may be said concerning the Penta- 
teuch in general, it is quite im- 
possible that Moses could have 
written the last chapter of Deu- 
teronomy, seeing that it contains 
an account of his own death and 
burial. Then I should like to ask 
who did write it? since no one 
but God and Moses were present 
at the ceremony! Therefore, who- 
ever wrote it must have been in- 
spired. And surely it was as easy 
for Moses, inspired by God, to 
write beforehand that brief ac- 
count of his own death and burial 
—adding at God’s command a 
statement which should be true 
for all time: “No man knoweth 
of his sepulchre unto this day’— 
as it was for Joseph, under inspir- 
ation, to foretell what would hap- 
pen to his bones hundreds of years 
after his death (Gen. 50:25) or for 
Isaiah and other prophets to re- 
cord not merely the fact, but many 
striking details concerning the suf- 
ferings and death of the Messiah, 
and even His burial in the “rich” 
(Isa. 53:9) man’s tomb (Matt. 27: 
27-60). And all this, like the ac- 
count of Moses’ death, written in 
the past tense as if it were a his- 
tory of what had already taken 
place, although the _ prophecies 
were actually written 700 years 
before the event occurred! 


We therefore reject any and 
every theory which would rob the 
Pentateuch of its divine origin, or 
cast a doubt upon its having been 
written by Moses, under inspira- 
tion from God, in the fullest and 
most direct manner. 

But the thoughtful mind will 
naturally be struck by the con- 
flicting evidence and inconsistent 
position of those who criticise the 
accuracy of the Bible. Not many 
years ago we were told that Moses 
could not possibly have written 
the Pentateuch, because writing 
was not known in those days; and 
now that it has been proved be- 
yond question that the art of writ- 
ing was freely practised centuries 
before Moses lived, they- go to the 
other extreme and tell us that he 
copied or “‘compiled” his laws from 
earlier documents! Thus _ they 
seek, first in one way and then in 
another, to rob the Bible of its di- 
vine element of inspiration—with- 
out which, however, the Book 
would be a greater miracle, if 
possible, than ever! 

Altogether about forty persons, 
in all stations of life, were engaged 
in the writing of these oracles, the 
work of which was spread over a 
period of about 1,600 years—viz., 
from about 1500 B.C., when Moses 


commenced to write the Penta- 
teuch amid the thunders of Sinai, 
to about A.D. 97, when the apostle 
John himself a son of thunder 
(Mark 3:17), wrote his gospel in 
Asia Minor. 


What We Call the Bible 


These sacred writings or oracles 
which have thus come down to us 
through the Jews we call the Bible, 
the Scriptures, the Word of God, 
etc. 

The word “Bible” is derived 
from the Greek biblia, and means 
“the books,” and is therefore not 
an unsuitable title, although “the 
Book”’—for it is one complete 
whole—is a far more correct term. 
We read of “the volume of the 
book” in Ps. 7 and Heb. 7. 

The word “Scriptures” is de- 
rived from the Latin, and means 
“the writings.” This is a simple 
and accurate term. In Dan. 10:21 
we read of “the Scripture of 
Truth.” In Hos. 7:12 God says “I 
have written unto him the great 
things of My law”; and in a very 
real sense it may be said of the 
whole, as it was of the Ten Com- 
mandments, “The writing was the 
writing of God” (Exod. 32:16). In- 
deed, in 2 Kings 17:37 we read of 
“the statutes and the ordinances 
and the law, and the command- 
ments which He [God] wrote.” 


But the “Word of God” is an 
equally suitable and reverent title, 
as it marks out the Book as being 
something quite distinct from all 
the writings or words of man. 
“The sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God” (Eph. 6:17); the 
“word of God,” which is quick and 
powerful (Heb. 4:12), etc. Both 
this and “the Scriptures” were 
favourite titles with our Lord. 


Original Manuscripts 


Although we often hear and 
speak of the “original manu- 
scripts,” it is a remarkable fact 
that, of all these sacred writings, 
there is not one original manu- 
script—either of the Old or New 
Testament—now in existence, so 
far as is known. In some cases, 
when these precious documents 
became old, they were reverently 
buried by the Jews, who used re- 
liable copies in their stead; others 
haye been lost during the wars and 
persecutions by which God’s an- 
cient people have been from time 
to time oppressed. 


Even when the New Testament 
was written, the original docu- 
ments of the Old seem to have 
been lost so that when the whole 
Bible was first completed, it con- 
sisted of Hebrew copies of the Old 
Testament—together with a Greek 
translation of the Hebrew, known 
as the Septuagint, referred to la- 
ter—and the original Greek of the 
New; these latter having since 
also been all lost. 

Surely, however, in this we may 
see the wise providence of God, 
for had there been any of the 
original documents bearing the 
handwriting of Moses, David, 
Isaiah, Daniel, Paul, or John in 
existence now, so foolish is the 
human heart that they would al- 
most certainly be regarded with 
superstition and worshipped, as 
was the brazen serpent in the 
days of Hezekiah (II Kings 18:4), 
thus defeating one of the very ob- 
jects for which they were given. 


Existing Manuscripts 

But while this is undoubtedly 
the case as regards the actual 
original documents, there is, hap- 
pily, no- need for alarm as to the 
basis of our faith; for there are in 
existence to-day many thousands 
of Hebrew and Greek manuscripts, 
which have been copied from ear- 
ier manuscripts by Jewish scribes, 
etc., from time to time. These are 
the documents generally referred 
to when the “originals” are now 
spoken of. 

“It is quite impossible to say ex- 
actly how many there are alto- 
gether; for while they are princi- 
pally preserved in the great public 
libraries of Europe, where they 
are carefully catalogued, a very 
large number of them are owned 
by private individuals. Dr. Gaster’s 
library alone is said to contain 
some eight hundred Hebrew manu- 
scripts of the Old Testament, 
While Scrivener’s Introduction 
(1894) says there are about four 
thousand New Testament manu- 
scripts. 

For the sake of simplicity, how- 
ever, these existing manuscripts 
may be divided thus :— 

1. Hebrew manuscripts of the 


Old Testament; the earliest of 


(Continued from page 1) 


I. One May Know With 
Certainty That He 
Is Saved 


Everywhere I go, I find people 
who say it is impossible for any- 
one to know he is saved. There is 
widespread rebellion against this 
truth. But the Bible teaches very 
plainly we may know we are sav- 
ed. Fanny Crosby sings, 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine. 

Oh, what a foretaste of glory di- 
vine. 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God; 

Born of His Spirit, washed in His 
blood. 

Yes, according to the Word of 
God, we can be certain about our 
salvation. There needs to be no 
doubt. John simply tells us that 
one purpose for his writing that 
first epistle of John is to help us 
know beyond any possibility of a 
doubt that we have eternal life. 

I ask someone, “What is your 
name?” 

“John Doe,” is the reply. 

“Are you absolutely certain that 
is your name?” I continue to ask. 

“Of course, I am certain.” 

“How do you know that your 
name is John Doe?’”’ 


Have you ever asked anyone 
how he knows what his own name 
is? Usually he will ponder a few 
moments and then blurt out, “My 
mother told me so.” 

“Is that the. only proof you 
have?” | 

“No. There is a birth certificate 
‘signed by my mother, by a hos- 
pital attendant, and by a medical 
doctor. That certificate is recorded 
in the county court house and it 
says that my name is John Doe.” 

“That is proof enough for me. 
Since you have it recorded on a 
birth certificate, I am _ positive 
your name is John Doe.” Then, I 
ask, “Are you a Christian?” 


How Can | Know | Am Saved? — 


“T hope so.” 

“No. I did not ask whether you 
hope you are saved. I want to 
know, ‘Do you know you are sav- 
ed?’ ” 

“Oh, no. I do not believe any of 
us can know that. We will have 
to wait until we face God to know 
whether we are saved.” 


Do you mean to tell me I can 
know my name because my moth- 
er told me and because a birth 
certificate says so, yet I cannot 
know I am saved even though the 
Bible says so? Notice verse 9: “Tf 
we receive the witness of men, 
the witness of God is greater.’ A 
birth certificate is a witness of 
men. I know my name because I 
have received the witness of men, 
Concerning my salvation I have 
more than the witness of men; I 
have the testimony of God’s Word. 


The Scripture repeatedly teach- 
es that we can know we are saved. 
Paul in writing to the Romans 
said, “The Spirit itself beareth 
witness with our spirit, that we 
are the children of God” (Rom. 
8:16). Again Paul said in his letter 
to Timothy: “I know whom I 
have believed, and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto him 
against that day” (II Tim. 1:12). 

In the ninth chapter of John 
we read about the man who was 
blind from birth. His sight was 
miraculously restored by Jesus. 
Later the Jews endeavored to 
make him deny Christ. They told 
him, “Give God the glory. This 
man Jesus is a sinner.” 

He answered, ‘Whether Jesus is 
a sinner or not, I do not know. 
But one thing I know, that, where- 
as I was blind, now I see.’ He 
knew that he had received sight. 
Just that surely can you know 
that you are saved, 


(Continued on page 11) 


these date back to the eighth cen- 
tury of the Christian era. 

2. Greek manuseripts of the New 
Testament; the earliest of these 
date back to the fourth century. 

3. Greek manuscripts of the Old 
Testament (known as the Septua- 
gint), translated from the He- 
brew about 277 B.C.; these also 
date back to the fourth century. 

4. Early translations of the 
Scriptures, or parts thereof, in 
Syriac, Latin, and a few other 
languages, of various dates. 


In making copies of Hebrew 
manuscripts which are the pre- 
cious heritage of the Church to- 
day, the Jewish scribes exercised 
the greatest possible care, even to 
the point of superstition—count- 
ing, not only the words, but every 
Jetter, noting how many times 
each particular letter occurred, 
and destroying at once the sheet 
on which a mistake was detected, 
in their anxiety to avoid the in- 
troduction of the least error into 
the sacred Scriptures, which they 
prized so highly and held in such 
reverent awe. Moreover, each new 
copy had to be made from an ap- 
proved manuscript, written with 
a special kind of ink, upon sheets 
made from the skin of a “clean” 
animal. The writers also had to 
pronounce aloud each word before 
writing it, and on no account was 
a single word to be written from 
memory. They were to reverently 
wipe their pen before writing the 
name of God in any form, and to 
wash their whole body before writ- 
ing “Jehovah,” lest that holy name 
should be tainted even in the writ- 
ing. The new copy was then care- 
fully examined with the original 
almost immediately: and it is said 
that if only one incorrect letter 
were discovered the whole copy 
was rejected! 


The Rev. J. P. Smyth tells how 
one rabbi solemnly warned a 
scribe thus: “Take heed how thou 
doest thy work, for thy work is 
the work of heaven, lest thou drop 
or add a letter of the manuscript, 
and so become a destroyer of the 
world!” 

But, in spite of all this painful 
care, mistakes did creep in, as the 
documents now in existence show; 
for this work of copying was after 
all but human. 

Perhaps one of the most strik- 
ing cases of a copyist’s error is 
found in the age of Ahaziah, II 
Kings 8:26 stating that he was 
twenty-two years old when he be- 
gan to reign, while II Chron. 22:2 


says he was forty-two. Now none 


— 


of the original documents in our 
possession help us in this at ail, 
so that it is evidently due to an 
error of a very early copyist, 


| which, owing to the Jews’ super- 


stitious fear lest they should im- 
troduce one error while attempt- 
ing to correct another, has been 
perpetuated down to the present 
day! The mistake, however, was 
a very excusable one, for the Jews 
used letters to express numbers, 
just as we frequently use Roman 
numerals, and the ancient letter 
for forty was so much like that 
for twenty that the one might 
easily be mistaken for the other. 
The age given in Kings is, of 
course, the correct one—vid, 
twenty-two; and, beyond all doubt, 
is what was originally written in 
both places by the inspired his- 
torians; aS Chronicles, giving his 
age of forty-two, implies that he 
was born two years before his 
father Jehoram, who was only for- 
ty when he died (II Kings 8:17). 


Then, again, the Hebrew lan- 
guage was originally written, not 
only entirely in consonants with- 
out any vowels at all (thus Jeho- 
vah was simply written JHVM), 
but there was no spacing to divide 
one word from another, as if we 
should write the Lord’s Prayer 
thus :—— 

RFTHRWHCHRTNHVNHLLW- 

DBTHN\M, etc. 

It was not until after the return 
of the Jews from the Babylonish 
captivity that words were devided 
from one another, and the Hebrew 
Old Testament generally was ar- 
ranged into verses and paragraphs, 
and the present square Hebrew 
characters were substituted for the 
ancient Phoenician or archaic He- 
brew. alphabet. These changes, 
which were only gradually in- 
troduced, were commenced, Dr. 
Ginsburg tells us, in the days 
of Ezra by certain men known 
as the Sopherim — Scribes. The 
vowel points were introduced 
very much later—about a.p. 500 or 
600 by the Massoretes, who put in 
writing many oral traditions as to 
the correct method of reading the 
sacred text. Hence the name Mas- 
sorah, which means tradition. Now 
when it is remembered that some 
of these ancient Hebrew letters 
only differed from others in the 
smallest possible degree, which in 
a perfect prinied letter is scarcely 
discernible, while for ages they 
were only preserved by copies beé- 
ing made in handwriting, we must 
admit that it is little short of a 

(Continued on page 12) 
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II. How Important It Is to 
Know You Are Saved! 


It is important for you to know 
you are saved, Right here rests 
life’s most important issue. It does 
not pay to take this lightly. Your 
soul hangs in the balance. Etern- 
ity is at stake. All Heaven is for 
you. All Hell is against you. You 
need to know you are saved be- 
cause salvation is the most im- 
portant question you will ever 
face. 


It is important for you to know 
you are saved because your life 
will never have any spiritual vic- 
tory or power until you know this. 
Before anyone can be used of the 
Lord, he must have assurance of 
his own salvation. One who doubts 
is going to be a “hot and cold” 
Christian. He will not have any 
drive to his spiritual life. He will 
have no dynamic in his witnessing. 


It is*important for you to know 
you are saved because doubt is a 
deadly enemy. Many a soul has 
continued to walk outside of 
Christ simply because he-did not 
believe that he could know he is 
saved. One of Satan’s best tools 
is this despicable enemy, doubt. 
Standing as a pale ghost in the 
shadows, doubt creeps in either to 

: upset a Christian life or to keep 
a soul from accepting Christ. 


1. Doubt Revealed In Our Praying 


J. Wilbur Chapman said that 

« doubt and a lack of assurance are 
revealed in several ways. (Revival 
Sermons, Published by Revell). 
First, doubt is revealed in our 
praying. Have you ever ended 
your prayer something like this: 

: “And finally, Lord, save us in 
Heaven at last?” Such a prayer 
reveals doubt about salvation and 
a complete lack of the knowledge 
of Scripture. The prayer is saying, 
in effect, “Lord, we will do the 
best we can to save ourselves, but 
after we have done our best we 
want you to take over and save us 
at last in Heaven.” Works have no 
part in salvation. Ephesians 2:8 
and 9 read: “For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift of God; 
Not of works, lest any man should 
boast.”” Again we read: “Not by 
works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us” (Tit. 3:5). We 
cannot save ourselves. Doing the 
best we can will not save us. We 
must helplessly cast ourselves up- 
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on Him as the only hope for our 
souls. 


2/ Doubt Shows Unscriptural 

Doubt is revealed in our think- 
ing. Many there are today who be- 
lieve that no one can know he is 
saved until he faces God in Hea- 
ven. They believe that God waits 
until we stand before the great 
white throne judgment and then 
God looks at the books. He looks 
at the ledger of good deeds and 
places this list on one side of a 
balance; then God looks at the 
ledger of evil deeds and places 
this list on the other side of the 
balance. Such people think that if 
the good deeds outweigh the bad 
deeds, God decides that the per- 
son is saved; but if the bad deeds 
outweigh the good deeds, God con- 
demns the individual to eternal 
punishment. Nothing could be 
more unscriptural. God does not 
weigh good deeds against bad 
deeds, for all our righteousnesses 
done in the flesh are as filthy 
rags and as an unclean thing in 
his sight (Isa. 64:6). The only 
righteousness we can ever hope to 
have is to be clothed in the right- 
eousness of Christ. Too, the Chris- 
tian will never stand at the great 
white throne judgment, for He 
has already told us that “there is 
therefore now no judgment [con- 
demnation] to them that are in 
Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, he that 
heareth my word, and believeth 
Him that sent me hath everlast- 
ing life, and cometh not into judg- 
ment, but hath passed out of death 
into life” (John 5:24 A.S.V.). 


3. Doubt Causes Serious Lack of 
Peace and Testimony 


Doubt is revealed in the life. 
One who doubts. may hide his 
praying so that no one hears; he 
may hide his thinking so that no 
one knows; but he cannot hide 
his life. That one who doubts his 
salvation will not live like a saved 
person. There will be none of the 


deep-rooted joy and peace that as- 


surance brings. The life will lack 
a consistency of humble testimony 
for the Lord. When one doubts his 
salvation, he is certainly not going 
to live a life of testimony before 
those about him, for he has noth- 
ing to live. He cannot yield him- 
self properly unto God, for he has 
no understanding of the mercy 
and love of God. For a life to be 
in love with Jesus and to have 
everything on the altar, that life 
must have absolute assurance of 
salvation. 


Ill. The Threefold Sin of 
Denying One Can Know 
Hels Saved 


If we say it is impossible for 
one to know he is saved, we do 
three things. We deny God’s grace, 
belittle Christ’s sacrifice, and 
doubt His Word. 


1. Denying God’s Grace 


First, to say we cannot know 
we are saved is to deny God's 
grace. We say, in effect, that 
grace alone will not save us, that 
in addition we must depend on 
some of our good works. But the 
Bible teaches that grace alone is 
sufficient to save. Grace and 
works cannot be mixed. “And if 
by grace, then is it no more of 
works: otherwise grace is no more 
grace. But if it be of works, then 
is it no more grace: otherwise 
work is no more work” (Rom. 
11:6). 


2. Belittling Christ’s Sacrifice 


Second, if we cannot know we 
are saved, we must belittle 
Christ’s sacrifice. Hebrews 9:12 
tells us, “He entered in once into 
the holy place, having obtained 
eternal redemption for us.” Our 
redemption has already been ob- 
tained. We.can do nothing today 
to earn it. Hebrews 10:10 reads: 
“By the which will we are sancti- 
fied through the offering of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all.” 
He was offered once and that for 
all time. Again, Hebrews 10:14 
says; “For by one offering he 
hath perfected for ever them that 
are sanctified.” Christ offered 
Himself once. The purpose for His 
offering was that He might pre- 
sent a better sacrifice, yea, a 
perfect sacrifice. When Christ of- 


fered Himself, He cried, “It is fin- 
ished!” Would we not belittle His 
sacrifice by refusing to be sure 
about our salvation? 


A farmer was heavily in debt. 
The bank had sent the foreclosure 
notice. It appeared that the fam- 
ily would be ousted if something 
were not done. An anonymous 
friend went to the bank, counted 
out his life’s savings, and applied 
these savings to pay off the debt 
on the farm. Immediately the 
banker called the poor farmer, 
notifying him that the debt was 
paid and the note destroyed. He 
could remain on the farm with 
assurance that no one would eject 
him. Suppose this farmer went 
day after day planting Ris crops, 
wondering if it were absolutely 
true no one could evict him. He 
did not believe that he could be 
certain about the fact that he 
really was safe. Suppose he could 
not rest well, nor was his work 
with much enthusiasm; for he 
constantly thought it possible that 
someone else might come to har- 
vest the crops he planted and 
cultivated. He simply could not 
trust in the paid debt, in the fin- 
ished work of a friend. Would he 
not be foolish to question? Yet, 
that is exactly what many are 
doing about spiritual life. Con- 
stantly they wonder if the re- 
demption is certain, if Christ 
really has paid the price. To lack 
assurance of salvation is to be- 
little Christ’s sacrifice. 


3. Doubting God’s Word 
Finally, to lack assurance of 


salvation is to doubt God’s Word. 
“And this is the record, that God 


|hath given to us eternal life, and) 


\this life is in his Son. He that 
‘hath the Son hath life; and he 
‘that hath not the Son of 
‘hath not life’ 
| These are positive statements that 
ino one can deny. God says, “He 
'that has the Son has life.” If a 


Jesus. The word for ‘“‘believe’’ 


IV. Saving Faith: How 
to Have It 


God says again and again we 
are saved completely by faith. It 
is not a matter of believing in 
God and then wondering if we 
are really saved but rather a sim- 
ple trust in the Lord Jesus Christ 
that gives us absolute confidence 
that we have been saved. « 

What does it mean to “believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ’? I ask- 
ed a man some time ago if he 
were a Christian. He answered in 
the affirmative. Yet I smelled 
alcohol on his breath and felt 
sure that he probably had never 
had a definite experience with 
Christ; therefore I asked him how 
he knew he was a Christian. “I 
believe in God,” was his answer. 
But believing in God does not save 
a man. If it did, the Devil would 
be a saved person. No one believes 
in God any more than the Devil 
does. He knows without question 
that there is a God. James tells 


us, “Thou believest that there is 
one God; thou doest well: the | 
devils also believe, and tremble” | 
(James 2:19). Believing in God is | 
not necessarily saving faith. | 
1. Risking Christ’s Promise: A 
Heart Trust | 


It is not enough just to believe | 
in God. It is not enough just to) 
believe in Christ as one who died | 
for the whole world. In fact, it is | 
not enough just to believe Christ | 
died for me. The Bible says not | 
only to believe “in” the Lord| 
Jesus Christ but to believe “on” | 
Him. | 

Saving faith is that whereby we 
place complete trust in the Lord 
in 


| the original Greek meant not only 


|person has the Son of God he can | 


ibe absolutely certain that he has 


'eternal life. 


Many verses in God’s Word tél 
us what we need to do to be saved. 
Let us look at several of these 
promises. 


1. John 3:16: “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” God 
loved this old sinful world so much 
| that He gave Heaven’s choicest 
' possession, His only begotten Son 
‘to die on the cross of Calvary. 
‘He promises that whosoever be- 
'lieves in Christ shall not perish 
| but have everlasting life. There is 
no eternal death fer the believer 
but there is eternal life. That is 
God’s promise. He says that when 
a person believes, that person will 
not perish but have everlasting 
life. Can you doubt that? If so, 
then you are calling God a liar. 


2. John 3:18: “He that believeth 
on him is not condemned: but he 
that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not be- 
lieved in the name of the only be- 
gotten Son of God.” Another 
promise! The one who believes on 
Christ is not condemned. That 
means he is not judged. There is 
no eternal judgment for that one 
who has believed on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


3. John 3:36: “He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life: 
and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life; but the wrath 
of God abideth on him.” The one 
who believes on the~Son has 
(present tense) everlasting life. 
The one who believes not on the 
Son has the wrath of God abiding 
on him. 


4. John 6:47: “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, He that believeth 
on me hath’ everlasting life.” 
Again this is present tense. 


5. Acts 16:30, 31: The Philip- 
pian jailer brought out Paul and 
Silas and said, “Sirs, what must I 
do to be saved? And they said, 
Believe ‘on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house.” The jailer wanted to know 
what to do to be saved, and Paul’s 
answer was simply to believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


6. Romans 10:9, 10: “That if 
thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved. For with the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness; 
and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation.” 


Goa | 22 intellectual belief but also a/| 


(I John 5:11, 12). | 


heart trust. | 
I remember many times as a) 
boy how I tched the operations | 


involved in digging an open well | 
on the farm in Colorado. A wind- | 


lass with a cable and large bucket 
would be used to lift 
from the bottom. In order for the 
men to get to the bottom, each 
would stand in the bucket while 
someone let him down with. the 


the dirt | 


windlass. Suppose I should walk 
up to that well and decide that I 
wanted to descend. = would 
the, bucket to be sure it was 
sturdy. Then I might examine the 
cable, the pulleys, and the wind- 
lass. I could believe in this ma- 
chinery. I might stand there all 
day long and tell again and again 
how much I believe in the ma- 
chinery. Until I absolutely place 
myself in the bucket, I do not 
honestly have faith in that ma- 
chinery. 
So it 
can say 


is with the Lord. 
that you believe 


You 


literally believe on Him, you will 
not be saved. You must not only 
say, “I believe Jesus died for the 
sins of the world;” but you must 
say, “I believe Jesus died for me 
and that I have no hope for Hea- 
ven outside of Him.’’ Then literal- 
ly cast yourself completely on 
Him. Believe on Him that He will 
do exactly as He promised. “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.” It is 
not merely believing a fact, but 
actually receiving Him as_ the 
One who died in my stead on the 
tree. “But as many as received 
him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name” 
(John 1:12). 


We can know we are saved 
simply by taking God at His 
Word, believing that what He has 
promised He is fully able also to 
perform. Everyone can accept God 
at His Word and claim His prom- 
ises. He has promised to save 
every one who believes. Can you 
believe God? Then claim His 
promises now, 


2. Do Not Rely on Feeling, But 
on God’s Promises 


Immediately, however, someone 
says, “I have to have a feeling 
and'I do not feel like I am saved.” 
In the Gospel of John, God uses 
the word “believe” 101 times, but 
He never once uses the word 
“feel” for salvation. There is no 
place in the Bible that tells us 
we need to feel like we are saved 
if we are going to know we are 
saved. Yet many people today be- 
lieve and teach that assurance of 
salvation rests upon an experience 
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in | 
Him, that you believe He died | 
for you so that your sins might) 
be forgiven; but until you help- | 
lessly place yourself on Him and| 


.* 

or a feeling. Now, please do not 
misunderstand me. I believe in 
what is called a “heart-felt” sal- 
vation. I have the feeling of gen- 
uine peace and joy deep in my 
soul. But I dare not base the as- 
surance of my salvation on that 
feeling. Feeling can change with 
the weather, but God's Word re- 
mains true and steadfast. The 
Devil would want the believer to 
trust in a feeling so that his 
faith might waiver and change as 
feeling would change. 

I have a very dear friend who 
was saved from a horribly wicked 
life of sin. When he realized his 
sins were forgiven and that he was 
saved, he had an unusual feeling 
of warmth and joy flood his soul, 
This young man seemed to me 
to be a very spiritual individual. 
In fact, his testimony encouraged 
me to a desire to abandon all for 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Then one 
day he came to me saying he had 
begun doubting his salvation. He 
was going through soul agony be- 
yond imagination. For weeks he 
lived in depression and spiritual 
upheaval. His trouble was easily 
diagnosed. When he was saved, he 
had experienced a wonderful feel- 
ing; he then began trusting the 
feeling rather than the Lord. One 
day the feeling suddenly left. He 
had no assurance. Day after day 
he sought that old feeling, but it 
never came. Finally in the Word 
he realized, “Whosoever believeth 
on him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.” With one great 
stroke of faith he nailed every- 
thing he had to the Word and 
claimed God's promise. Again, 
praise the Lord, he had the as- 
surance and began to witness for 
the Lord with more fervor than 
he had ever known before. He 
simply placed faith first and let 
feeling come later. 

How can you know you are 
saved? It is simply taking God at 
His Word. All you need to do is 
“believe” and you will receive 
everlasting life. 

Only trust Him, only trust Him, 

Only trust Him now; 

He will save you; He will save 
you, He will save you now. 


Do You Want to Be Saved 

: Right Now? 

ou. have read the sermon by 

Evangelist Ed Nelson. Indeed it 
is an important and clear and 
scriptural message. Now, if you 
are not a converted, bornr-again 
Christian, or if you do not def- 
initely know that you are saved, 
do you want to be saved right 
now and know it? Are you ready 
to confess that you are a sinner 
who needs mercy? Are you ready 
to take Jesus Christ up on His 
plain word and risk Him, now, 
and forever to save your soul? If 
so, I plead with you now to delay 
no longer but decide. Say yes in 
your heart to Christ. Turn your 
case over to Him this moment. 
Then sign the decision form be- 
low, copy in a letter and mail to 
me. I will be glad to tell Brother 
Nelson and we will rejoice togeth- 
er over your salvation. And I will 
write you a letter of encourage- 
ment and counsel. Decide! Sign 
your name to it! Copy it and mail 
today! 

Evangelist John R. Rice, 

Editor, The Sword of the Lord, 

Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read Evangelist Ed Nel- 
son’s sermon on “How Can I Know 
I’m Saved?” I realize that every 
person needs to be saved and I 
need to be saved and need to 
know it. I am ready to confess to 
Christ that I am a poor sinner 
who needs saving and must rely 
on Him alone. I now, in my heart, 
turn from my sin the best I know 
how. I know that God’s promises 
are true. So here and now I def- 
initely take Christ to be my Sav- 
iour, I trust Him, and I depend on 
Him, I rely upon Him to forgive 
me and save me as He promised 
to do. I believe in Him as my 
Saviour, accepting Him fully in 
my heart the best I know how. 
By His help I will undertake to 
claim Him openly as my Saviour 
and will live for Him the rest of 
my days. Jesus promised everlast- 
ing life to those who trust Him. 
I know I can rely on His promise 
and I throw away my doubts and 
rely on Him alone today as my 
own Saviour. | 


Signed 
Address 
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miracle that the documents have 
reached us in the marvellously cor- 
sect form in which we have them 
to-day. 

A very striking illustration of 
the extreme difficulty of distin- 
guishing the difference between 
some of the Hebrew characters 
occurs in a book which now 
before me, in which a very few 
footnotes in Hebrew contain no 
less than sixteen mistakes, owing 
to the similarity of the letters, of 
which the following are _ speci- 
ens: 


~ =r has been mistaken for “J = dh 


“= b ” "” - i= h 
i “s . ” ” “= db 
w= " ” n * ed | 
j=" ” . - j=t 
f= h 7 - r m=} 
} = bh ” - ” ) =. 
And yet in all those voluminous 
eacred documents, which have been 
copied times out of number, the 
highest authorities assure us that, 


én regard to the New Testament, 
the variations of any importance 
@ntroduced by copyists amount to 
bess than one-thousandth of the 
entire text: while the Hebrew 
-documents of the Old Testament 
g)\ow even less variation still! 

It will be seen, however, that 
these very errors which have been 
introduced by copyists, constitute 
e strong argument in favour of 
verbal inspiration; for if these 
ecribes, with all their professional 
experience and traditional care, 
«ould not always copy the docu- 
gents correctly, one shudders to 
‘think what would have happened 
é{ the original writers had not 
‘been compassed in the fullest pos- 
‘ible way by verbal inspiration. 

Having, however, in the good 
providence of God, so many an- 
cient manuscripts to consult, the 
feader will understand that a 
‘opyist’s mistake in one is, as a 
tule, easily detected by the cor- 

ect reading of the same passage 

rmany of the other documents. 
Bo that it may be safely said, with 
Aine possession of these thousands 
‘of manuscripts, although they 
. only copies, we Gre prac*tcally 2 
+o arrive at the exact words of 
Scriptures, as they originally came 
from God through His prophets 
and apostles. And, in addition to 
ell this, there are so many accur- 
ete and voluminous quotations 
from the Scriptures in the writ- 
ings of the early fathers, dating 
from the second-to the fifth cen- 
4uries, that it has been actually 
proved that, from these writings 
alone, without any other assist- 
énce, the whole of the New Testa- 
fnent could be reproduced! So 
¢farefully has our Heavenly Father 
guarded the Book He has given 
fo the children of men. 


Original Languages of the 
. Bible 

The languages spoken and writ- 
ten in the early days of the 
world’s history form an absorbing 
study. But the subject, as might 
be expected, is largely clouded in 
-mystery. One thing, however, is 
quite clear—viz., that up to the 
time of Babel, “the whole earth 
was of one language and of one 


speech” (Gen. 11:1 and 6). Then, 
at the confusion of tongues, a 
mumber of different languages’ 
was suddenly introduced (Gen. 
11:9); and the people, being un- 
able to understand one another, 
were “scattered ... abroad from | 
thence. upon the face of all the | 
earth” (Gen. 11:8), and settling in 
their new homes, they and their 


descendants developed those vari-| 
ous languages or dialects which | 
have since appeared in different 
P arts of the world; until, according 
to Dr. Cust, there are now consider- | 
ably over 2,000 different languages 
and principal dialects in use. What 
the language spoken before the 
tlood was, we do not yet know. 


- Nor have we any definite know- 


ledge of any writing prior to that 
event, except the fact that, in the 
Chaldean account of the deluge, 
there is a statement to the effect 


that Noah — there called Ut- 
Wapishtim — took some written 
documents with him into the 
“ship,” or, as the Bible calls it, 


the ark. These documents are 
spoken of as the “Tablets of Fate” 
—the meaning of which is not 
known, although some would fain 
gee in them the supposed inspired 
writings of antediluvian times. 
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The very earliest form of writ- 
ing is believed to have been pic- 
torial, or ideographic—that is, it 
consisted of a series of pictures 
conveying ideas. 

Thus,—a jackal would represent 
cunning, or craft; 

A woman playing on a tam- 
bourine — joy; 

A man’s arm with a stick 
strength; and so on. 

A specimen of this ideographic 
writing may be seen in the British 
Museum, on a very ancient altar- 
stone discovered in Babylonia 
about thirty years ago. 

This early ideographic writing 
varied somewhat in style, and de- 
veloped into various forms in dif- 
ferent parts of the world. In 
Egypt it came to represent sounds 
—i.e., letters or syllables, as in 
the now familiar Egyptian hier- 
oglyphics. Thus an eagle=—-A; a 
leg = B; a lion = R or L; a 
house — H, and so on. 

In Chaldea, however, the ideo- 
graphic writing was known as 
Shumero-Akkadian — Shumir and 
Akkad being the names of the 
Southern and Northern divisions 
of ancient Babylonia—‘“the land of 
Shinar” (Gen. 11:2). It was orig- 
inally written in a linear form— 
e., it consisted of a series of lines 
roughly depicting in outline the 
idea or object indicated. 

At a later date, probably owing 
to the use of clay in Babylonia as 
a writing material, this linear 
form of writing developed into 
what is known as the cuneiform 
writing, which consists of letters, 
syllables, or words represented by 
groups of wedges or arrowheads, 
which abound on the numerous 
tablets recently discovered in and 
around ancient Babylonia. This 
form of writing continued to be in 
use in Babylonia, Assyria, and 
Persia up to the time of Christ. 


The earliest spoken language of 
which we have any knowledge was 
also the Shumero-Akkadian above 
referred to, which is now believed 
to have been the “one language” 
in use at Babel before the confu- 
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Sion of tongues! and possibly be- 
Store the flood. Indeed, Adam, 


Akkadian words. 


This language appears to have 
been spoken up to about the time 
of Abraham, after which it be- 
came practically a dead language, 
and was only studied as such in 
the colleges. Semitic-Babylonian 
then took its place, and continued, 
until the time of Nebuchadnezzar. 


It is assumed, and perhaps: 
rightly so, that when Abram leff 
Ur of the Chaldees, and came at 
God’s command into the land of 
Canaan (Gen. 12:1-5), he dropped 
the old Semitic Babylonian lan- 
guage of his native land, and 
adopted the language of the Cana- 
anites amongst whom he had come 
to dwell, and whose land he was 
ultimately to possess (Gen. 12:7): 


the |x “y ahd Sabbath appear to be 


just as his descendants, the Jews, 
in later years during their captiv- 
ity in Babylon, dropped their own 
pure Hebrew and adopted a cor- 
|rupted language, known as Ara- 
maic, which latter they continued 
to speak until the time of Christ. 


This Canaanitish language 
which Abram adopted was prob- 
ably the very language, or some 
| form of it, which was afterwards 
| known as Hebrew. Indeed, in Isa. 
| 19:18 it appears that Hebrew was 
|actually called “the language of 
Canaan.” 

Some of the Tel-el-Amarna tab- 
‘lets, now in our possession, and 
dating Only about four hundred 
years after Abraham, are written 
in excellent Canaanitish or He- 
| brew language. 


There is an interesting illustra- 
tion of the concurrent use of these 

two languages in Gen. 31:47. 
where Laban, who belonged to 
Abraham's native land, and would 
therefore speak Chaldean, called 
the pillar of stone that was set 
up “Jegar-sahadutha”: while 
Jacob, who belonged to Canaan. 
and would therefore speak Cana- 
anitish or Hebrew, called it “Ga- 
leed.”” Both words mean “the heap 
of witness”; but Laban naturally 
chose a Chaldean word, and Jacob 
| as naturally used a Canaanitish or 
Hebrew word. 

It is probable, however, that 
both the people and language ac- 
quired the name Hebrew from 
Heber, a descendant of Shem and 
ancestor of Abraham (Luke 3:35). 


Heber méans “‘crosser,” i.e., from 
one place to another, or, as we 
should say, emigrant—a charac- 
teristic which has always clung to 
the Hebrews. And it is curious 
to observe that in Gen. 48:15, 
where Jacob said, “The God be- 
fore whom my fathers Abraham 
and Isaac did walk,” the word 
translated “walk” really means 
walk about or wander. In any 
case, the name subsequently be- 
came exclusively associated with 
Abraham and his descendants, 
both as regards the language and 
the people. In Gen. 14:13 we read 
of “Abram the Hebrew”; and in 
Gen. 39:14, Potiphar’s wife, speak- 
ing of Joseph, said, “He (Poti- 
phar) hath brought in an Hebrew 
unto us.” | 

This Hebrew language contin- 
ued to be spoken‘and written by 
the Jews until the captivity, when, 
as we have seen, they adopted the 
Aramaic. It will, therefore, be 
readily understood that the Old 


Testament—at least, almost the 
whole of it—was written in He- 
brew. The following three small 


sections, however, were written 
in Chaldean—viz., Jer. 10:11, Dan. 
2:4 to 7:28, and Ezra 4:8 to 6:18. 

We are not told, and therefore 
it is impossible to say with abso- 
lute certainty, why these three 
parts should have been written in 
a different language from the 
rest of the Old Testament; but 
there was, no doubt, a special pur- 
pose in it. 

In the case of Jer. 10:11 it 
would seem that this particular 
verse being specially directed 
against the idolatrous Chaldeans, 
their own Chaldean dialect was 
chosen, so that, appearing thus in 
their own language, there might 
be no possibility of its solemn im- 
port being misunderstood—viz., 
“Thus shall ye say unto them, the 
gods that have not made the heav- 


ens and the earth, even they shall | 
perish from the earth, and from | 


under these heavens.”’ While the 
passage in Dan. 2:4 to 7:28 con- 
tains almost exclusively an ac- 
count of the Gentile Kings Ne- 
buchadnezzar and Belshazzar, and 
for this reason may have “been 
designedly written in the gentile 
language. The very wording of the 
commencement of these passages 
seems clearly to indicate a change 
in the language, for which there 
must have been some definite pur- 
pose—viz., “Then spake the Chal- 
deans to the King in Syriac.” 

We may possibly trace a some- 
what similar cause for the change 
of language in Ezra. In any case 
the Chaldean or Aramaic portion 
commences with these significant 
words: “Rehum the chancellor and 
Shimshai the scribe wrote a let- 
ter against Jerusalem to Arta- 
xerxes the king in this sort.’’ While 
the first verse, after the Aramaic 
portion, which reverts to the He- 
brew language, is equally strik- 
ing, Since it teHs, as if with a 
sigh of relief, how, after many 
years of sad neglect of God’s laws, 
“The children of the captivity kept 
the Passover upon the fourteenth 
day of the first month” (Ezra 
6:19). 

As regards the New Testament, 
while the Jews, even in the days 
of Christ, continued to speak Ara- 
maic, Greek—which was the com- 
mon language of the Roman world 
—apparently became more and 
more generally used as time went 
on; so that, when the New Testa- 
ment came to be written, the 
whole of it, without exception, 
was written in Greek, as in that 
language it would be more freely 
read and more widely understood. 

(Be sure not to miss next week’s 
great chapter on “Translations of 
the Bible,’ from the book “All 
About the Bible” by Sidney Colett. 
Order from Sword of the Lord 
Publishers, Wheaton, Illinos. Price 
$2.00.) 
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